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A Word from the Chair
The Amber Trust has had a most encouraging year. Our more focused 
fundraising strategy has proved successful in raising more than 
£175,000 this year from Trusts, Foundations and in the community. 
We are delighted to have been awarded a major grant for three years’ 
support from the MariaMarina Foundation and a generous donation 
from The Hans & Julia Rausing Trust. 

We are grateful for the continuing guidance and financial support 
Amber receives from the True and Fair Foundation. But we are also 

indebted to all those who have contributed their time and energy as volunteers or given 
financial support to Amber. My thanks to you all. 

Amber has initiated a number of new projects, including commissioning research into the value 
of music for babies who lose their sight as a consequence of being born very prematurely. 
The findings will be used to develop musical resources that will be freely available on the Amber 
website for families and professionals to download and use. We have also begun a programme of 
funding music workshops in special schools for children with visual impairment, so that we can 
reach groups of children who have more complex needs. 

To celebrate the 21st birthday of The Amber Trust, in January 2016, our president, HRH The 
Duchess of Cornwall hosted a very special event at Clarence House. Musical savant and Patron to 
The Amber Trust, Derek Paravicini, gave a recital to an invited audience in the magnificent  
St James’s Palace State Apartments. Despite being blind and having severe learning difficulties, 
Derek is an internationally renowned jazz pianist. He was the inspiration behind the 
establishment of The Amber Trust, which his family helped to found and continue to support 
today. Derek entertained guests with his own unique piano arrangements of well-known classics 
and songs from the musicals. As ever, he took requests from the audience, which included his 
signature tune, Rimsky Korsakov’s Flight of the Bumblebee - complete with a boogie-woogie 
bass! 

The Amber Trust was sad to learn of the death of our Patron Ronnie Corbett CBE. He was a 
wonderful supporter of Amber and will be fondly remembered. We also miss Lucy Kenyon, an 
enthusiastic champion of Amber for more than a decade, firstly as a member of our fundraising 
committee and, more recently, as a Trustee and Company Secretary, who has retired from 
the Board. Amber is indebted to her for the huge contribution she made. In her place, we are 
delighted that Tracy Tait is joining the Board of Trustees. Tracy is well known to Amber’s friends 
and beneficiaries having administered Amber’s Music Awards since 2012. She brings more than 
15 years’ experience of fundraising in the charity sector where she is currently Head of Individual 
Giving at the national cancer support charity Penny Brohn UK.

The Amber Trust’s core activity remains the provision of Music Awards to individual young 
people, but with your support we are now in a much stronger position to achieve all our aims.
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The Amber Trust was founded in 1995 to help blind and partially sighted children across the UK, 
who have a talent or love for music. Amber’s vision is for blind and partially sighted children, 
including those with additional disabilities, to have the best possible chance to meet their 
musical needs and aspirations and fulfil their potential. We aim to support and enhance the 
lives of the 25,000 blind and partially-sighted children in the UK, including those with additional 
disabilities, in their engagement with music, and to promote high quality music provision for all 
children and young people with a visual impairment. The Amber Trust’s core activity is providing 
Music Awards for individual blind and partially sighted children for:

• instrumental lessons
• music therapy sessions
• the purchase of musical instruments or items of specialist musical technology
• tickets and assistance with attending concerts
• travel and accommodation to access opportunities for making music

Music really is of special importance to these young people. For some, learning to play an 
instrument or to sing, or simply being able to go to a concert, can add immeasurably to their 
lives. For others, many of whom have severe learning difficulties, music therapy may offer a 
lifeline, helping them to reach out in a dark and confusing world.

For all the children Amber supports, music has a significant impact. It not only gives them 
great joy, it encourages them to learn, boosts their confidence and helps them to share their 
thoughts and feelings with others, opening up a world of independence, fulfilment and hope 
for the future. With many blind children in the UK living in relative poverty, they suffer a double 
disadvantage. Their families cannot afford to give them the musical experiences that can make 
such a difference to their lives. This is where The Amber Trust comes in.

About Amber
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The Music Awards are limited by our ability to 
raise funds. As we often receive more applications 
than we are able to support, Amber can only 
consider requests that will be of clear and direct 
benefit to the child or young person. Applications 
are assessed using the criteria of: importance of 
music to the child, expected benefit to the child 
of the musical intervention, capacity to secure 
funding elsewhere and The Amber Trust’s capacity 
to fund. Details of the Amber Music Awards and 
how they are administered are set out on The 
Amber Trust website.

Alongside Amber’s programme of Music Awards 
we are pleased to be working in partnership with 
other charities to help more young people.  

We liaise closely with the RNIB and are fortunate that Sally-Anne Zimmermann of their Music 
Advisory Service is an advisor to the Amber Music Awards’ committee. We are collaborating with 
The Florence Nightingale Aid in Sickness Trust (FNAIST) to jointly fund musical instruments and 
specialist technology. The FNAIST gives grants to those in need to provide aids, which can make 
a huge difference to people’s lives. 

Working together in this way provides a great opportunity for more funds to be available for 
partially sighted children and young people. Purchases so far have included a Buffet E13 clarinet, 
a Yamaha Tyros 6 keyboard and sophisticated digital sheet music stands that can display sheet 
music to partially sighted musicians in the way best suited to their eye condition.
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Beneficiaries’ Stories

Rachel, who is the first blind student to attend 
the Royal Welsh College of Music and Drama, 
where she studies piano and composition, has 
been recognised as one of Amber’s ‘Stars’ for her 
many successes this year. 

She has performed the piano solo in Beethoven’s 
Choral Fantasia as part of a Beethoven Festival at 
the RWCMD to great acclaim and also performed 
at a Visually Impaired Musicians’ Conference in 
London. Rachel is thrilled to have been asked to 
take part in a Channel 4 production which will be 
shown as part of their Paralympic coverage this 
summer. 

Ashleigh is a truly remarkable girl. She was 
born at 23 weeks and six days and spent her first six 
months in a Neonatal Intensive Care Unit. As a result, 
Ashleigh developed Retinopathy of Prematurity 
(RoP), which left her without any sight at all. Her 
general development was also delayed, and Ashleigh, 
now aged 13, attends a school for visually impaired 
children with special needs. 

However, she is a young pianist with truly outstanding 
potential. She has a wonderful musical ear, which 
enables her to play on the keyboard virtually anything 
that she hears and is very quick to learn new pieces. 

For the last year, Ashleigh has had piano tuition 
with Amber Trustee, Professor Adam Ockelford at 
the University of Roehampton. Adam specialises in 
working with blind children who have exceptional 
musical abilities and needs. 

Best of all, as Ashleigh’s playing has developed, she 
has blossomed as a young woman: her language and social skills have come on apace, and in 
the last 12 months she has entertained MPs and their guests at The House of Commons, featured 
on Radio 3’s In Tune programme with Sean Rafferty, and recorded a segment for an upcoming 
episode of The One Show.
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Kai is four. He is partially sighted and can only focus on 
objects that are very close to him. He has other more complex 
neurological problems with the developmental age of a one 
year old. But since Kai was a baby he has enjoyed music and 
loves playing musical instruments. 

Even though he is unable to walk or talk, he is able to interact 
with music, for example, by clapping along to sounds that he 
enjoys, by moving his shoulders and by tapping his feet to 
the beat of the music, when he is dancing. His mother says: 
"Music is such an important part of Kai’s life. Despite being 
severely disabled and not able to walk or talk, music brings 

so much joy and happiness to him. Since attending music classes funded by The Amber Trust 
Kai now has the ability to follow and understand music; he can play instruments in time to the 
music, as well as anticipate different elements of songs. The passion, energy and enthusiasm of 
Kai’s teacher at Musical Fun Time means the classes are really helping his listening skills,  
co-ordination, motor skills, confidence and self-expression and we would like thank The Amber 
Trust for their fantastic support in providing this for Kai’s musical development."

Daniel has a rare eye condition called septo-optic 
dysplasia and has been blind from birth. He has perfect 
pitch and has been fascinated by music since he was 
two, playing and composing on a range of keyboards 
he has been given. He finds it hard to make friends, and 
usually spends his holidays in his room making music on 
his keyboard. Daniel had used a simple Yamaha Tyros 1 
keyboard for some years. 

He hopes to go to college and continue with music when 
he leaves school this summer so Amber and FNAIST 
co-funded the purchase of a Tyros 6 keyboard for Daniel. 
This may be key to developing his skills and giving him 
the capacity to create more complex music whilst at 
college, which could lead to employment in the music 
industry in the future. 

Speaking about his new keyboard Daniel said: "It is everything I wished for in a keyboard, and I 
am learning more about it all the time. I feel very happy now because it will give me the chance 
to play even better and learn all about different types of sounds."
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Music is a vital lifeline 
providing a unique form 
of self-expression and 
communication
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Other Initiatives
Whilst the provision of Music Awards to individual children remains Amber’s core activity, we 
have built and are sustaining relationships with a number of special schools to help support a 
wider group of those under 19 years old to enhance their social and academic education and 
their wellbeing through music. 

During the spring term 2016, 
Amber arranged for musicians 
from Live Music Now to give 
weekly evening music workshops 
to a group of resident teenagers 
with profound and multiple 
learning difficulties in addition 
to visual impairment at Linden 
Lodge, a specialist day and weekly 
boarding school. These evening 
musical activities were particularly 
valuable to the teenagers in 
providing enjoyment and a way of 
socialising with others. 

Fifteen students took part each 
week and sessions were led by 

a range of jazz, folk and classical musicians. For many of the students, music is a vital lifeline 
providing a unique form of self-expression and communication. The music sessions were 
interactive, providing hands-on experience, broadening their horizons and enriching their lives. 

Amber is very grateful to Wednesday’s Child for providing the funding to enable us to arrange 
these workshops and to North Bridge House School whose energetic and successful fundraising 
activities were behind this. Their very generous support also enabled us to organise a week of 
music workshops just before Easter 2015 for nearly 70 students and there are other exciting 
music workshops and concerts planned for the summer. 

We were delighted that children from North Bridge House School were able to visit Linden 
Lodge to take part in a workshop.
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The Amber Trust believes that 
making progress for all blind and 
partially sighted children in their 
pursuit of music depends on 
gathering strong evidence that 
can be used to persuade policy 
makers, funders, service managers 
and practitioners to include 
those with a visual impairment. 
There is a need too for a better 
understanding of the impact of 
blindness and partial sight on 
children’s musical development and for the creation of new musical resources across the age and 
ability range. Hence Amber has always been passionate about supporting research, and in 2015, 
a number of projects received support.

The Premature Babies Project

Through the generosity of the British Humane Association, Amber has initiated a research and 
development project in partnership with the University of Roehampton and the Chiltern Music 
Therapy Trust that is exploring the place of music in the lives of children who are born extremely 
premature, and who lose their sight as a result (through a condition called 'Retinopathy of 
Prematurity' or 'RoP'). 

Previous research has shown that music can be particularly important in the lives of these 
children; indeed, they often go on to develop special musical interests and abilities, such as 
'perfect pitch'. In this new project, families with young children with RoP are each working with 
a music therapist to find out what music and musical activities are particularly effective at not 
only engaging the children musically, but also in supporting their wider development (such 
as language skills and social understanding) and wellbeing. The aim is to create a set of new 
resources and strategies that all parents with young blind children with RoP will be able to use. 
These will be made freely available on The Amber Trust's website.

All Join In 2

In 1996, The Amber Trust worked in partnership with the RNIB to produce a set of musical 
materials for the teachers, therapists and parents of visually impaired children and young people 
with learning difficulties. All Join In!, as the materials were called, proved a great success, and 
were distributed to all special schools catering for children with learning difficulties across the 
UK (where most blind and partially sighted children who have additional needs are educated). 
You can still hear the songs being sung in schools and centres today, as new generations of 
teachers and children use them. 

Research
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But, after 20 years, there is a need to bring the materials up to date, and to develop new 
resources based on our current understanding of how blind and partially sighted children 
with learning difficulties develop musically. So a new project was set up towards the end of 
the financial year, again in partnership with the University of Roehampton and Chiltern Music 
Therapy, to visit current schools and other centres, and bring together fresh musical ideas which 
will be recorded and made freely available to parents and practitioners in 2017. This work is most 
generously supported by the MariaMarina Foundation.

The Batten Disease Project

We will be providing grants for music therapy for those children taking part in the Batten Disease 
project during the next financial year. Blindness often occurs with other disabilities, and among 
the most challenging cases that Amber supports are children who have life-limiting conditions, 

such as the forms of infantile and juvenile dementia 
known as 'Batten' Disease, who are supported by the 
Batten Disease Family Association, or 'BDFA'.

For many years, parents, teachers and therapists have 
remarked anecdotally how important music seems to be 
to these children - particularly as their disease progresses 

to its inevitable end. Recent research at the European level suggests that this is common to 
many children with Batten's: sometimes, music appears to be the only avenue of self-expression 
and communication that remains. So, with the generous support of the Baily Thomas Charitable 
Foundation, the University of Roehampton and the Chiltern Music Therapy Trust are initiating 
a new research project that will follow 12 children over three years, to try a range of different 
musical interventions and to see which are most effective in enhancing the children's quality 
of life. 

The Amber Trust is supporting the project through the provision of music sessions, provided by 
therapists and teachers. The new strategies and resources that are developed will again be made 
freely available online to families and the professionals who work with them.
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Fundraising
Over the last ten years, Amber has raised around £800,000 and supported over 500 children 
directly. We have supported many more indirectly, through the provision of information for 
parents and teachers and resources for young people, particularly those with disabilities in 
addition to their visual impairment.

Against a background of recent year-on-year growth in demand of around 10%, the Amber 
Trustees have developed a three-year strategic plan to ensure that its charitable work continues 
to be aligned with the needs of its beneficiaries, is sustainable, and is delivered as efficiently 
and effectively as possible. Underpinning the plan is a programme of continuous and focused 
fundraising to ensure we are able to meet the growth in demand for our help.

In order to deliver these strategic priorities and ensure maximum benefit for children and young 
people, during 2015/16 we instituted a rigorous new fundraising strategy, and the Trust was 
able to increase its income from just under £100,000 to more than £175,000. During the year we 
assisted 178 individual children directly, of whom 77 had no history of Amber support. We also 
reached another 85 young people by delivering music workshops in special schools.

We are grateful to all of the Trusts and Foundations, the individual donors and community 
fundraisers who have so generously supported our work, in many cases over a number of 
years. The variety of community fundraising activities does a great deal to raise The Amber 
Trust’s profile with the public and we welcome any fundraising initiatives that our supporters 
undertake. Many of these events had musical connections. These included Year 8 at The Purcell 
School fundraising for Amber during their composition competition, the Scripstock 15 Music 
Festival, Bognor Music Society, Cambridge Sinfonietta and the indefatigable Poppy who this 
year raised money by learning and taking grade 1 ‘cello in a term during summer 2015. By March 
2016, Poppy had gained a Distinction in grade 5  ‘cello and continues to organise fundraising 
events for Amber.

Busking for Amber 

In June 2015, Lilian Hall and the Cambridge 
Suzuki Group took part in the Cambridge 
Busking Festival. Despite almost constant drizzle, 
a dozen young musicians valiantly played 
under umbrellas in Cambridge City Centre for 
almost an hour raising money for The Amber 
Trust. They attracted quite a lot of interest, in 
particular because, when not playing his violin, 
the 8 year old blind violinist Theo was explaining 
to passers-by about learning the violin without 

being able to see. The group played again in September in the Cherry Hinton Festival on a bright, 
sunny day and raised more valuable funds for Amber.  
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London Nightrider 2015

A team of enthusiastic and committed cyclists 
took part in the London Nightrider - a 100km 
route round London - to support The Amber 
Trust.  Weather conditions when they set off were 
ideal with little wind and it was a beautiful, clear 
evening but the night became very cold which 
made their tired legs feel even worse as time 
went on.

The event started with a downhill stretch at Crystal 
Palace. It was a bittersweet start as the cyclists 
knew they’d have to cycle back up the same hill at 
the end of the ride. Despite busy traffic for the first 
couple of hours the group successfully navigated 
their way through central London.

As the roads cleared they had wonderful views 
over the city from Hampstead Heath and enjoyed 
cycling past the central London landmarks of Big 
Ben and Westminster Abbey on traffic-free roads!

The team finished around 5.45am and had bacon 
butties before heading home to bed. Their
fantastic efforts raised over £4,000 for The Amber 
Trust!

During 2015/16 we instituted a rigorous new 
funding strategy, and the Trust was able to 
increase its income
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Aims and Achievements of 2016
This was a very successful year for Amber during which we met, and in some cases exceeded,  
all of our objectives. Our aims for the financial year under review were:

• To achieve an income of at least £150,000 per annum - income increased to more than £175,000

• To increase the number of Music Awards - 178  granted

•  To continue working with other charities to co-fund Music Awards where appropriate to 
maximise the number of children and young people we can help and the size of the awards 
we can give - we co-funded the purchase of a number of instruments, sophisticated keyboards 
and specialist technology including digital music stands in conjunction with the Florence 
Nightingale Aid in Sickness Trust. We are match funding the fees of a student to attend the 
Guildhall Junior Conservatoire and provided support with travel and accommodation for 
another student to take part in the RNIB Composition Course at the Handel House Museum.

•  To develop the Future Maestros programme for talented teenage blind and partially sighted 
musicians - this will provide individual tailored packages of sponsorship for talented musicians 
during their teenage years, giving them the funding to help them develop and gain places at a 
conservatoire or a university to read music and possibly go on to a fulfilling career.

•  To run workshops in 2 special schools for children with more complex needs to reach a wider 
range of children with visual impairment - through funding received from Wednesday’s Child, 
arranging for musicians from Live Music Now to run weekly evening workshops at Linden 
Lodge School. These were very well received and enabled many students to participate and 
benefit from working with music on a collaborative basis. Fifteen students took part each week 
and sessions were led by a range of jazz, folk and classical musicians. Another 70 students took 
part in a week of music workshops and we have plans to fund musical activities at the Royal 
Blind School in Edinburgh

•  To place a greater focus on celebrating the achievements 
of the young people we support on Amber’s website and 
to continue to develop our use of social media through 
highlighting stories with photographs, video- and 
audioclips on Facebook and  Twitter

•  To develop new marketing materials including a 
fundraising guide which can be downloaded from the 
website - very successful fundraising pack launched in 
September 2015 and raised profile resulted in many more 
community events supporting Amber.
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Plans for 2017 and Beyond
For the coming year our key objectives are 
as follows:

•  To sustain our income to ensure it is in 
excess of £160,000 per annum to enable us 
to maintain and increase our core activity 
of music awards.

•  To continue to seek support from Trusts 
and Foundations, individual donors and 
supporters who run community events in 
support of Amber to enable us to reach more visually impaired students who would benefit 
from Amber’s funding for their musical interests

•  To continue working with other charities to co-fund music awards where appropriate to 
maximise the number of children and young people we can help

•  To fund workshops in two special schools for visually impaired youngsters.

•  To continue to initiate and support research in children with visual impairment as a result of 
various medical conditions to develop musical resources which would be of value to all children 
with visual impairment including those with multiple disabilities.  

•  To broaden our relationships with mainstream schools to reach visually impaired children who 
are being taught in mainstream schools

•  To develop Amber’s website to incorporate the resources developed from the All Join In 2, 
premature baby and Batten disease projects to make them freely available to all parents and 
professionals working with or caring for children with visual impairment.

•  To hold a concert giving beneficiaries an opportunity to perform in public with professional 
musicians and Amber’s supporters

•  To produce a new video to help raise Amber’s profile and for fundraising purposes 

•  To continue to develop contacts in the community and provide support for fundraising events
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Thank You
Volunteers contribute to Amber’s activities in many ways. We are particularly grateful this year to 
Alison Ashworth for her advice and assistance in preparing our accounts, to Valerie Wilmot who 
is making a huge contribution to developing our systems and the new Salesforce database, and 
to Roger Green for his photography.

Donations come from a variety of sources but, whether large or small, each one makes a vital 
difference by enabling a child with little or no sight to access and enjoy music. 

In addition to the fantastic efforts of Helen and Nicole Leeder and Jon Hyde who ran the London 
Marathon 2015 in aid of Amber, and of the 8-strong team who valiantly cycled for Amber in 
the London Nightrider 2015, we have been delighted to receive donations from the following 
individuals and others raising money at community events:

Bognor Music Club, Cambridge Sinfonietta, Cambridge Suzuki Group, Dubai St George’s Society, 
Helen Sargent, James and Sophie Bardrick from Scripstock 15, Kerry Sutaria and Sarah Garrett, 
King's College School, Wimbledon, North Bridge House School, Park View Dry Cleaners, Patricia 
Maynard and Vivian Little, Poppy and Angie McGhee, The Hon Mrs John Hogg, Wells Trading Post 
Ltd and Year 8 at The Purcell School. 

The grants we receive from Trusts and Foundations are vital in enabling Amber to reach as many 
visually impaired children as possible. For their support this year we thank:

British Humane Association       
Douglas Arter Foundation 
MariaMarina Foundation 
MVM Charitable Trust 
Odin Charitable Trust
The Hans & Julia Rausing Trust 
Sir Jules Thorn Charitable Trust       
The Bryan Adams Foundation 
The Carmen Butler-Charteris Charitable Trust 
The Florence Nightingale Aid In Sickness Trust
The Harebell Centenary Fund 
The Innholders’ Charitable Foundation  
The Morgan Blake Charitable Trust  
The RN and G Maini Charitable Trust 
The Thomas J Horne Charitable Trust 
The Trusthouse Charitable Foundation 
True and Fair Foundation 
Wednesday’s Child 
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We also thank 
those who 
have given 

generously but 
prefer no public 

acknowledgement

Summary of Financial Activities

Charitable Activities

During the year to 31st March 2016, the charity raised funds of 
£176,074, including £35,000 representing the first instalment of 
an award of £105,000 from the MariaMarina Foundation.  
The charity also received investment income of £4,448. 
The directors spent £103,618 on charitable activities and raising 

funds (including £67,339 pledged but not yet paid at the year 
end) and £3,626 on the governance of the charity.

Investment performance

The investments held by the charity at 31st March 2016 fell in value during the year by £1,379.  
The charity sold investments realising a small loss on their values at the start of the year of £125.  
It should also be noted that the market value of those investments at the year-end of £180,618 
represents an increase in value of £51,238 when compared to the book cost of £129,380.  
At 31st March 2016 the charity also held cash on deposit with the charity’s bankers and 
stockbrokers of £118,616, with sales proceeds and dividends due to be received shortly after the 
year end of £174.

Internal and external factors

There are no significant internal or external factors currently affecting the charity. 

Investment and Reserves Policy

The charity is reliant on income from friends of Amber, Charitable Trusts and its fundraising 
activities. This income is erratic so it is the policy of the directors to maintain a general reserve 
sufficient to cover the cost of between 18 months’ and 2 years’ charitable expenditure to ensure 
the charity can meet its commitments to its beneficiaries even if there is a dramatic fall in the 
charity’s income. The directors have no plans to build up any permanent endowment.   
At 31st March 2016 the charity held £38,000 in restricted funds, and £19,200 in designated funds, 
to be used for specific projects (see note 11). The remaining funds are available for distribution 
and expenses necessarily incurred in furtherance of the charity’s objectives.

Principal funding sources

The charity’s funds are derived from its fundraising activities and investment income.
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Structure, Governance and Management

Governing Instrument

The Amber Trust was established by a Trust Deed dated 9th June 1994 and was incorporated as a 
private limited company registered with Companies House on 25th October 1995.

Recruitment and Appointment of New Directors

The power to appoint new directors of the charitable company is vested in the directors who 
are its trustees for the purpose of charity law. Under the requirements of the Memorandum and 
Articles of Association one third of the directors are required to retire from office each year and 
are eligible for re-election at the next Annual General Meeting.

Lucy Kenyon resigned as a director on 23rd September 2015. Adam Ockelford, Simon Vincent 
and Julia Walport will retire this year by rotation and, being eligible, offer themselves for re-
election.

In looking for new directors, the directors will bear in mind the experience and qualifications 
of the existing directors and possible candidates. The successful candidates are elected by a 
meeting of the existing directors.

Induction and Training of New Directors

The directors share responsibility for the induction and training of all new directors of the 
charity, usually assisted in doing so by the charity’s legal advisors. New directors will be provided 
with copies of :

• The Memorandum and Articles of Association
• The latest accounts of the charity

They are encouraged to read Charity Commission guidance notes CC3 - “The Essential Trustee”.  
In addition, directors are encouraged to read Charity Commission and other newsletters and to 
attend courses designed to keep them abreast of their duties and responsibilities.

Organisational Structure

The directors manage the charity generally and meet at least three times each year to take jointly 
all decisions necessary with regard to the review of the charity’s activities and achievement of 
objectives. Certain day-to-day administrative decisions are delegated to the Chairman.

Wider Network

The charity is not part of a wider network.
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Public Benefit Statement

The directors consider that the charity’s activities, as set out in its "Aims and Achievements of 
2016" are for the public benefit. The directors confirm that they have complied with their duty 
under s17(5) of the Charities Act 2011 to have due regard to the guidance published by the 
Charity Commission for England and Wales.

Related parties

The charity works closely with the Applied Music Research Centre at the University of 
Roehampton to fund specific projects. Adam Ockelford, a director of The Amber Trust is Professor 
of Music and Director of the Applied Music Research Centre.  Professor Ockelford received no 
personal benefit from the grants.  

The charity has no subsidiaries but does work closely with the RNIB (reg. charity no. 226227). 

Risk Management

The directors have a duty to identify and review the risks to which the charity is exposed and to 
ensure appropriate controls are in place to provide reasonable assurance against fraud and error.  
At each directors’ meeting a discussion takes place and the significant risks of the charity are 
discussed. Where appropriate, risks are reported and discussed in subsequent meetings.  
The directors have reviewed the risks to which the charity is exposed and consider that they 
have established sufficient systems and procedures to mitigate those risks.

Amber’s President

Amber’s President, HRH The Duchess of Cornwall, continues to be a great support to Amber and 
her involvement has undoubtedly helped to raise the charity’s profile and to attract supporters.

Directors

The following directors held office during the year:

Julia Walport (Chair)
Fiona Costa
Michael Finniston
Katie Johnson

The directors who held office at the end of the financial period have no beneficial interest in the 
Company. All new directors are elected on the collective agreement of its present directors.

Lucy Kenyon (resigned 23rd September 2015)
Adam Ockelford
Simon Vincent
Will Walker-Arnott
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Financial Statements

Accountants

The accountants, Messrs Burgess Hodgson, have indicated their willingness to continue in office 
and a resolution concerning their appointment will be proposed at the Annual General Meeting

The accounts have been prepared in accordance with the special provisions of Part 15 of the 
Companies Act 2006 relating to small entities.

Statement of Directors’ Responsibilities in Respect of the Accounts

Company law requires the directors to prepare accounts for each financial year which give a true 
and fair view of the state of affairs of the company and of the surplus or deficit of the company 
for that period. In preparing those accounts the directors are required to:

• select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently;

• make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

•  prepare the accounts on a going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the 
company will continue in business.

The directors are responsible for keeping proper accounting records, which disclose with 
reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the company and to enable them 
to ensure that the accounts comply with the Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible 
for safeguarding the assets of the company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the 
prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
AND SIGNED ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD

________________________________            27th September 2016
Lady Julia Walport
Chair
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Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of The Amber Trust 
Charitable Company

I report on the accounts of the company for the year ended 31 March 2016

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner  
The trustees (who are also the directors of the company for the purposes of company law) are 
responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity's trustees consider that an audit is 
not required for this year under section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) and that 
an independent examination is needed.

Having satisfied myself that the charity is not subject to audit under Part 16 of the Companies 
Act 2006 and is eligible for an independent examination, it is my responsibility to:

• examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act;

•  follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity Commission 
under section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act; and

• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner's report
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity 
Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity 
and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration 
of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and the seeking of explanations from 
you as trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all 
the evidence that would be required in an audit and, consequently, no opinion is given as to 
whether the accounts present a 'true and fair view' and the report is limited to those matters set 
out in the statement below. 

Independent examiner's statement
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

•  which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the requirements: 
(a) to keep accounting records in accordance with section 386 of the Companies Act 2006, and 
(b)  to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records, comply with the accounting 

requirements of the Companies Act 2006 and with the methods and principles of the 
Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting and Reporting by Charities (revised 2005) 
have not been met, or

•  to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding 
of the accounts to be reached.

Mark Laughton FCCA, Burgess Hodgson LLP, Chartered Accountants. 27 New Dover Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 3DN



The Amber Trust - Statement of financial activities for the year ended 
31 March 2016 including income and expenditure account

Incoming resources:

Donations

Income from fundraising events

Investments

Total incoming resources

Resources expended:

Charitable activities

Raising funds

Governance costs

Total resources expended

Net incoming/(outgoing) 
resources for the year

Other recognised gains/(losses)

Gains/(losses) on investment assets

Net movement in funds

Funds brought forward at 1 April

Funds carried forward at 
31 March

Notes 2016 
£

2015 
£

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total

3

3

4a)

4a)

4b)

6

121,248

16,826

4,448

142,522

96,902

6,716

3,626

107,244

35,278

(1,504)

33,774

160,282

194,056

38,000

-

-

38,000

-

-

-

-

38,000

-

38,000

-

38,000

159,248

16,826

4,448

180,522

96,902

6,716

3,626

107,244

73,278

(1,504)

71,774

160,282

232,056

59,364

37,117

3,198

99,679

102,432

12,314

3,573

118,319

(18,640)

19,035

395

159,887

160,282

All of the company’s activities are classed as continuing and there are no other recognised gains 
and losses other than the net movement of funds for the financial periods presented.
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The Amber Trust - Balance sheet as at 31 March 2016

Current assets:

Debtors

Investments

Cash at bank and in hand

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year

Net current assets

The funds of the charity:

Unrestricted - undesignated funds

Unrestricted - designated funds

Restricted funds

Total charity funds

Notes 2016
£

2015
£

7

8

11

11

174

180,618

118,616

299,408

(67,352)

232,056

174,856

19,200

194,056

38,000

232,056

6,147

183,655

44,339

234,141

(73,859)

160,282

160,282

-

160,282

-

160,282
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The directors are satisfied that the charity is entitled to exemption from the provisions of the 
Companies Act 2006 (the Act) relating to the audit of the financial statements for the year by 
virtue of section 447, and no member or members have requested an audit pursuant to section 
476 of the Act.

The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for:

l.  ensuring that the charity keeps proper accounting records which comply with section 386 of 
the Act; and

ll.  preparing financial statements which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the 
charity as at the end of the financial year and its profit or loss for the financial year in 
accordance with the requirements of section 393, and which otherwise comply with the 
requirements of the Act relating to financial statements, so far as applicable to the charity.

These statements have been prepared in accordance with the special provisions for small 
companies under Part 15 of the Act.

These accounts were approved by the board of directors on 27th September 2016.

Signed on behalf of the board

________________________________            27th September 2016   
Lady Julia Walport
Chair
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The Amber Trust - Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 
31 March 2016

1.  Basis of preparation 
The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, in 
accordance with the Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing 
their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities (the 
FRSSE) and in accordance with the FRSSE and the Companies Act 2006.

2.  Accounting policies
 a)  Income 

Donations are recognised as income when received.  If paid under covenant or gift aid, the 
related tax recoverable is recognised when the original donation is received.

      Other income is recognised when received.
 
 b)   Expenditure 

Charitable activities are those activities undertaken to achieve the charity’s objectives.  
Expenditure on charitable activities is recognised when the Charity’s Music Awards 
Committee has agreed a grant to a beneficiary or when payment is due.

        Expenditure on raising funds comprises costs incurred in generating voluntary income, 
including fundraising events.

      Governance costs are incurred on constitutional and statutory requirements.

       Support costs have been allocated to charitable activities and fundraising activities on a 
basis consistent with the use of resources.

 c)    Funds 
The charity’s funds have been classified as unrestricted and restricted.  Unrestricted funds 
may be used at the trustees’ discretion in furtherance of the charity’s objectives and aims.  
Where the trustees have set aside a part of the unrestricted fund to be used for specific 
projects, this fund is described as ‘designated’. Restricted funds may only be used in 
accordance with the donor’s wishes.

 d)     Investment valuation 
Investments are valued at their year end market values.

 e)      Taxation 
No provision has been made for either income tax or corporation tax, the company being 
exempt as a registered charity. The Amber Trust is not registered for Value Added Tax.
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Donations:

From Trusts and Foundations

From individual donors

Corporate donations

Gift Aid recovery

Income from fundraising events:

Major fundraising event

Community fundraising

Investments

2016
£

2015
£

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total

115,030

3,296

-

2,922

121,248

1,366

15,460

16,826

4,448

142,522

38,000

-

-

-

38,000

-

-

- 

-

38,000

153,030

3,296

-

2,922

159,248

1,366

15,460

16,826

4,448

180,522

50,700

2,941

4,250

1,473

59,364

25,660

11,457

37,117

3,198

99,679

3. Incoming resources
 b)  Analysis of total support costs
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The Amber Trust - Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 
31 March 2016 continued

Charitable activities

Music grants approved

Research grant (see note 10)

Investment fees

Cost of generating funds:

Fundraising and events

Governance

Total resources expended

2016
£

2015
£

Grant funding Support 
costs Total Total

-

7,000

-

7,000

-

-

7,000

7,245

-

-

7,245

3,299

3,626

14,170

88,325

7,000

1,577

96,902

6,716

3,626

107,244

90,940

10,000

1,492

102,432

12,314

3,573

118,319

4. Resources expended
 a)  Analysis of total resources expended

Direct activity

81,080

-

1,577

82,657

3,417

-

86,074

Music awards administration

Office costs

Travel and subsistence

Website costs

Legal fees

Independent examination fees

2016
£

2015
£

Cost of 
generating 

funds

Governance Total Total

-

1,780

193

1,326

-

-

3,299

-

22

-

-

3,013

591

3,626

7,245

1,802

193

1,326

3,013

591

14,170

6,000

258

-

1,851

3,000

563

11,672

4. Resources expended
 b)  Analysis of total support costs

Charitable 
activities

7,245

-

-

-

-

-

7,245
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The Amber Trust - Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 
31 March 2016 continued



Profit/(loss) on sale of investments

2016 
£

2015
£

(125) 849

5.  Directors’ fees and expenses 
No remuneration or expenses were paid to the directors during the year.

6.  Realised and unrealised investment gains and losses
 a) Realised gains and losses

 b) Unrealised gains and losses

Value of investments at beginning of year

Less: value of investments sold

Add: cost of investments purchased

Adjusted value at beginning of year

Market value of investments at end of year

Unrealised gain/(loss)

183,655

(1,798)

140

181,997

180,618

(1,379)

170,385

(18,799)

13,883

165,469

183,655

18,186

Investment income

Proceeds from sale of investments

174

-

174

29

6,118

6,147

7.  Debtors
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The Amber Trust - Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 
31 March 2016 continued

2016 
£

2015
£

2016 
£

2015
£

8. Creditors – amounts falling due within one year

Grants approved but unpaid at end of year

Purchase of investments

Companies House fees

2016
£

2015
£

67,339

-

13

67,352

68,285

5,561

13

73,859

9.  Capital 
The company is limited by guarantee and has no share capital. Each member has a liability 
limited to £1 for payment of the company’s debts if the company is wound up or dissolved.

10.  Related party transactions
  During the year ended 31 March 2016, the charity received £7,000  (year ended 31 March 

2015 - £10,000) which it donated to the Applied Music Research Centre at the University 
of Roehampton to fund specific research projects to understand the impact of visual 
impairment in childhood on developing musicality and to design and provide resources for 
the parents and teachers of visually impaired children to use. Adam Ockelford, a director of 
The Amber Trust, is Professor of Music and Director of the Applied Music Research Centre.  
Professor Ockelford received no personal benefit from the grants. 
 

There have been no other related party transactions in the year.

11.  Funds 
An analysis of the company’s assets at 31 March 2016 by fund is provided in the table below:

Current assets

Creditors amounts falling due 
within one year

Net assets

Unrestricted Total

Undesignated Designated

242,208

(67,352)

174,856

19,200

-

19,200

299,408

(67,352)

232,056

38,000

-

38,000

Restricted

£
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The Amber Trust - Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 
31 March 2016 continued



11.  Funds 
Movements on restricted and unrestricted designated funds during the year ended  
31 March 2016 are analysed in the table below:

Restricted funds

MariaMarina Foundation

True and Fair Foundation

Designated funds

Expenditure At 31 March '16

35,000

3,000

38,000

19,200

IncomeAt 1 April '15

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

(7,000)

35,000

3,000

38,000

26,200

  The funds from the MariaMarina Foundation comprise the first instalment of an award of 
£105,000 to be received over the next three years. The award will be used to develop the 
charity’s fundraising capability; to provide 30 additional music awards; and to commission 
the Applied Music Research Centre at the University of Roehampton to develop music 
resources for visually impaired children with additional needs.

  The funds from the True and Fair Foundation will be used to make a video for fundraising 
purposes.

  Designated funds were used during the year to fund specific research projects at the Applied 
Music Research Centre, University of Roehampton (see note 10). Designated funds held at  
31 March 2016 will be used on two specific projects: music therapy for children with 
life limiting diseases (£16,200) and evening music workshops at the Royal Blind School 
Edinburgh (£3,000).

12.   Controlling party 
The directors are the ultimate controlling party.
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The Amber Trust - Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 
31 March 2016 continued
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