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A Word from the Chair
The Amber Trust has had another most encouraging year. Our fundraising 
strategy has resulted in income of more than £210,000 from Trusts and 
Foundations, individuals and through community events. In addition to 
receiving the second year’s funding of a major grant from MariaMarina 
Foundation, and a second generous donation from The Julia & Hans Rausing 
Trust, we have received a major grant from The Linbury Trust to provide 
music tuition or therapy for the next three years to the children taking part in 
the Batten Disease project.

We are grateful for the continuing support from Gina Miller of the True and Fair Foundation and 
her generosity in providing the design for Amber’s publications and promotional materials. 
We are also indebted to everyone who has contributed their time and energy as volunteers and 
to our growing numbers of supporters. My fellow trustees and I are grateful to you all.

A highlight of the year was a concert, held in the Wathen Hall at St Paul’s School in Barnes, at 
which, for the first time, beneficiaries and supporters of The Amber Trust took to the stage with 
professional musicians, Derek Paravicini and his Quartet. It was a fun and inspirational afternoon 
that will become an annual event. The video of the concert, with cameos of each of the talented 
young musicians, captures the spirit of the occasion and the joy that music brings into the lives 
of each of those involved. Our thanks to Dame Diana Rigg for providing the commentary.

The BBC Radio 4 Appeal given on behalf of The Amber Trust by Cecily Morrison provided a 
moving account of the transformational role music has played in her young blind son Ronan’s 
life. The Appeal has been pivotal in raising awareness of  Amber’s activities. Donations ranging 
from £1 to £500 were received, some anonymously, but many with letters describing the 
enormous pleasure that music gives to the donors and their sighted children and grandchildren. 
The research project with blind babies has progressed well and is resulting in many musical 
resources being developed. The trustees are delighted that, with the money raised from the 
Radio 4 Appeal, the new Little Amber Scheme can be launched later in the year. The musical 
resources will be freely available on the Amber website for professionals and families throughout 
the UK to use and we hope, in addition, to support 50 families with blind or partially sighted 
babies, providing specially trained music practitioners to visit them at home.

The demand for music awards continues to grow, with a 14% increase to 201 individual 
awards this year. The trustees have been aware for some time of the increased demand for 
music therapy, which this year accounts for 20% of the awards by number but 30% by value. 
Maintaining our support for music therapy for children with life-limiting conditions such 
as Batten Disease will remain a priority but, for 2018, we plan to make the resources being 
developed in the All Join In 2 project available to those working with or caring for young people 
with complex needs in addition to a visual impairment. These materials will enable all those in 
contact with child-music specialists and non-specialists alike – to engage in musical activities, 
wherever and whenever the occasion arises.
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The Amber Trust was founded in 1995 to help blind and partially sighted children across the UK, 
who have a talent or love for music. Amber’s vision is for blind and partially sighted children, 
including those with additional disabilities, to have the best possible chance to meet their 
musical needs and aspirations and fulfil their potential. We aim to support and enhance the 
lives of the 25,000 blind and partially-sighted children in the UK, including those with additional 
disabilities, in their engagement with music, and to promote high quality music provision for all 
children and young people with a visual impairment. The Amber Trust’s core activity is providing 
Music Awards for individual blind and partially sighted children for:

•  instrumental and singing lessons
•  music therapy sessions for those with life-limiting conditions
•  the purchase of musical instruments or items of specialist musical technology
•  tickets and assistance with attending concerts
•  travel and accommodation to access opportunities for making music

Music really is of special importance to these young people. For some, learning to play an 
instrument or to sing, or simply being able to go to a concert, can add immeasurably to their 
lives. For others, many of whom have severe learning difficulties, music may offer a lifeline, 
helping them to reach out in a dark and confusing world.

For all the children Amber supports, music has a significant impact. It not only gives them 
great joy, it encourages them to learn, boosts their confidence and helps them to share their 
thoughts and feelings with others, opening up a world of independence, fulfilment and hope 
for the future. With many blind children in the UK living in relative poverty, they suffer a double 
disadvantage. Their families cannot afford to give them the musical experiences that can make 
such a difference to their lives.

About Amber
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The Music Awards are only  limited by our 
ability to raise funds. As we often receive more 
applications than we are able to support, Amber 
can only consider requests that will be of clear 
and direct benefit to the child or young person. 
In order to reach more blind and partially 
sighted children, and following the decision 
outlined in our strategic plan, we are developing 
musical resources suitable for young children 
which will be freely available to download from 
our website.  These will be available through the 
Little Amber programme during the coming year 
and will be freely accessible to the 5,000 other 
visually impaired children in the early years 
resident in the UK - not only those who receive 
direct financial support from Amber.

Alongside Amber’s programme of Music Awards we are pleased to be working in partnership 
with other charities to help more young people, and we are continuing to develop relationships 
with special schools to provide music workshops for visually impaired children with complex 
needs.
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Beneficiaries’ Stories

Alexia is an exceptional musician and a 
recent recipient of an Amber Star. She was 
born fully sighted but, at the age of two,  lost 
her sight completely due to an optic nerve 
glioma. Since then music has played an 
important role in her life.  She is a talented 
flute and recorder player and a uniquely 
talented composer.  

Wherever possible, The Amber Trust forms 
long term relationships with the young 
musicians we support, to help nurture their 
developing talent. Amber has provided 
assistance to Alexia at different stages in her 
musical career. She is now 17. When she was 
8 she received her first award for recorder 
lessons, at 10 an award for Braille music 
lessons and each year since then awards for 

recorder and, more recently, flute lessons. This year Amber co-funded the purchase of a silver 
flute with the Florence Nightingale Aid in Sickness Trust (FNAIST).

Alexia is a member of the National Youth Recorder Orchestra, and currently a composer with the 
National Youth Orchestra – the first blind musician to join the NYO. This year, Alexia joined the 
Junior Department of the Royal College of Music, where her principal study is composition and 
her second study recorder. She has also been studying the flute, funded by Amber.  

Alexia is achieving great success as a young composer. In 2016, she won Cambridge Young 
Composer of the Year, the first female composer to have won the competition in its 10 year 
history, with her piece Passiflora written for, and performed by, members of the Hermes 
Experiment. She has since been commissioned to write a number of other pieces and has been 
invited by Daniel Kish, the world echolocation expert, who is himself blind, to compose the 
music for a film to be made about his life.

Amber is proud of Alexia’s musical successes and delighted to continue to support her whilst she 
is at school. We wish her well with applications to university or conservatoire to read music.

Ivan is a pianist, ’cellist and singer. He has Marfan syndrome, a genetic connective tissue 
disorder. He is partially sighted as the lenses in both his eyes are dislocated and it takes him 
longer to focus on things. Due to his disabilities, Ivan has found life challenging in many respects, 
but things changed two and a half years ago when his mother began to teach him the piano. 
Since then, Ivan has taken Grade 7 piano (taking Grade 8 in summer 2017), grade 5 theory and 
grade 2  ’cello exams, passing them all with Distinction. He now studies at the Watford School 
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of Music where he feels part of the community of 
musicians, accepted and respected like everyone 
else. Ivan maintains that his piano and  ’cello are 
his best friends but that his teachers and the other 
musicians at the music school come a close second! 

Ivan requires text to be enlarged considerably 
and music increased in size by 200%, which was 
severely limiting his ability to read music and play 
in chamber and orchestral groups. Amber was 
delighted to buy him a Sightpad, co-funded with 
the FNAIST. He can now read scores much more 
easily and participate fully in the music school’s ensembles. Amber has also provided a music 
award contributing 50% towards the cost of a piano to facilitate Ivan’s practice at home as he 
prepares for Grade 8 and has since made a new award to fund his piano lessons from September 
2017. We are delighted that Ivan’s confidence and self-esteem are growing and that his life is 
being transformed through music.

Oliver was born at 24 weeks and due to a very 
aggressive form of Retinopathy of Prematurity (RoP) has 
no vision or light perception. He joined Amber’s RoP 
research project when he was three years old, from which 
time a music therapist visited Oliver and his family for 
24 months to try out activities that would encourage his 
musical engagement and development. His love of music 
was apparent from the start and a keen sense of rhythm 
became evident too: he was always in time when he 
joined in with his favourite songs. Music proved to be a 
powerful means of communication for Oliver, and he learnt 
to converse with others through phrases of rhythm and 
melody. Perhaps most exciting was the emergence of his 

ability to play tunes on the keyboard by ear after being introduced to the instrument in his first 
session. Today, music is an intrinsic and vital part of Oliver’s daily life, and, with further support 
from The Amber Trust, Oliver will continue to explore and develop his musical skills by having 
piano lessons.

The work with Oliver, and all the other families in the RoP project, is leading to the development 
of resources that will become part of the Little Amber Scheme. These materials will encourage the 
use of music in the daily lives of children who are blind or partially sighted in their early years, up 
to the age of five.
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Other Initiatives
Whilst the provision of Music Awards to individual children remains Amber’s core activity, we 
have established and are sustaining relationships with a number of special schools to help 
support a wider group of blind and partially sighted young people to enhance their social and 
academic education and their wellbeing through music. 

For many of the students, music is a vital lifeline providing a unique form of self-expression and 
communication. The music sessions are interactive, providing hands-on experience, broadening 
horizons and enriching lives.

Linden Lodge Workshops

Following the success of the evening 
music workshops run last year by 
Live Music Now (LMN), Amber was 
delighted to arrange a further series 
of interactive music workshops 
organised by LMN during the 2016 
summer school at Linden Lodge 
School in Wandsworth. Almost 60 
blind and partially sighted children 
from throughout London took part 
in the holiday scheme and were able 
to enjoy two mornings of making 

music, one with Katie’s Allsorts and the other with 
Westcombe Brass, a lively and versatile brass quintet. 
The children particularly loved the brass instruments, 
hearing the sounds each one made separately, 
learning how these sounds can change when the 
instruments are 
played in different 
ways. They had 
enormous fun 

feeling the vibrations from blowing wind through hosepipes 
onto their skin. Everyone had a chance to take part and 
enjoyed the morning in different ways. The music played 
ranged from lyrical classical pieces to brass band scores, and 
jazz and film music such as the theme from Star Wars. Hearing 
the trombone playing faster and faster and louder and louder 
was a great hit.

Royal Blind School, Edinburgh

Staff at the Royal Blind School, 
Edinburgh have developed 
multidisciplinary sessions involving 
physiotherapists, speech and 
language therapists, music, drama 
and PE teachers focusing on 
achieving an inclusive musical 
performance that is in the moment. 
The sessions are experiential 
and involve storytelling, music 
and movement, alongside other 
sensory stimuli such as textures and 
smells. During the year, The Amber 
Trust contributed £2,000 towards 
providing additional performers, 

music technology and switch-enabled instruments to help deliver these unique multisensory 
sessions to pupils who have visual impairment and additional disabilities.

Live Music Now / Royal Society of Medicine conference

In November 2016, Prof Adam Ockelford helped organise a meeting at the Royal Society 
of Medicine, which was co-sponsored by LMN, and which looked at the use of musical 
interventions for children with learning difficulties. Those involved with Amber made a major 
contribution to the day, with Adam Ockelford giving the keynote lecture, Rosie Axon speaking 
about the Premature Baby Project, Rebecca Atkinson about the Batten Project and one of 
Amber’s talented beneficiaries, Ashleigh Turley, performing after the paediatrician Dr Marie 
Owen, who cared for her very premature birth, spoke about her early days.
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The Amber Trust believes that making progress for all blind and partially sighted children in their 
pursuit of music depends on gathering strong evidence that can be used to persuade policy 
makers, funders, service managers and practitioners to include those with a visual impairment. 
There is a need too for a better understanding of the impact of blindness and partial sight on 
children’s musical development and for the creation of new musical resources across the age and 
ability range. Hence Amber has always been passionate about supporting research, and in 2016, 
a number of projects received support.

The Premature Babies Project

Through the continued generosity 
of the British Humane Association, 
Amber was able to extend this 
research and development project 
in partnership with the University of 
Roehampton to explore the place of 
music in the lives of children who are 
born extremely premature, and who 
lose their sight as a result Retinopathy 
of Prematurity (RoP).

Previous research has shown that 
music can be particularly important 
in the lives of these children; indeed, 
they often go on to develop special 
musical interests and abilities, such as 
'perfect pitch'. In this project, families 
with young children with RoP are 
working with music therapists Rosie 
Axon and Angela Voyajolu, both of 

whom have specialist training in providing music therapy in neonatal intensive care units, to 
find out what music and musical activities are particularly effective, not only at engaging the 
children musically, but also in supporting their wider development (such as language skills and 
social understanding) and wellbeing. This is leading to the creation of a set of new resources and 
strategies that all parents with young blind children with RoP (and other serious eye conditions) 
will be able to use. These resources will be made freely available on The Amber Trust's website 
later in 2017, as part of an initiative called Little Amber.

All Join In 2

In 1996, The Amber Trust worked in partnership with the RNIB to produce a set of musical 
materials for the teachers, therapists and parents of visually impaired children and young people 
with learning difficulties. All Join In!, as the materials were called, proved a great success, and 
were distributed to all special schools catering for children with learning difficulties across the 

Research
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UK (where most blind and partially sighted children who have additional needs are educated). 
You can still hear the songs being sung in schools and centres today, as new generations of 
teachers and children use them. 

But three years ago it was recognised that there was a need to bring the materials up to date, 
and to develop new resources based on our current understanding of how blind and partially 
sighted children with learning difficulties develop musically. So a new project was set up at 
the end of 2015, again in partnership with the University of Roehampton, who commissioned 
a music therapist to visit current schools and other centres, and bring together fresh musical 
ideas, based on the Sounds of Intent framework of musical development. The aim is to publish 
these in 2018. All Join In 2 is most generously supported by MariaMarina Foundation and will be 
distributed freely to all special schools throughout the UK.

The Batten Disease Project

Blindness often occurs with other disabilities, and among the most 
challenging cases that The Amber Trust supports are children who 
have life-limiting conditions, such as the forms of infantile and 
juvenile dementia known as Batten Disease. For many years, parents, 

teachers and therapists have reported that music seems to be particularly important to many 
of these children – particularly as their disease progresses to its inevitable end. Recent research 
from a European collaborative study suggests that this is common to many children with 
Batten's: sometimes, music appears to be the only avenue of self-expression and communication 
that remains. So, with the generous support of the Baily Thomas Charitable Foundation, the 
University of Roehampton and the Chiltern Music Therapy Trust initiated a new research project 
that will follow 12 children over three years, to try a range of different musical interventions 
and to see which are most effective in enhancing the children's quality of life, in particular with 
regard to language and movement. 

The Amber Trust has undertaken to support the project through the provision of music 
sessions, provided by therapists and teachers throughout the three years and these sessions are 
generously supported by The Linbury Trust. The new strategies and resources that are developed 
will again be made freely available online to families and the professionals who work with them.
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Fundraising
In the last decade, Amber has raised over £1,000,000, providing direct support to 526 blind 
and partially sighted children for individual music awards, and in the last two years providing 
music workshops for 175 visually impaired children with more complex needs in special schools. 
We have supported many more children indirectly, through the provision of information and 
resources to parents and professionals.

Our recent ambitious fundraising strategy has increased Amber’s annual income from just 
below £100,000 in 2015 to over £210,000 this year. During the year, we provided grants to 
201 individual children, of whom 74 were new to Amber. We also reached another 90 visually 
impaired young people by delivering music workshops in special schools.

We are grateful to all the Trusts and Foundations, the individual donors and community 
fundraisers who have so generously supported our work, and have done, in many cases, over 
a number of years. In addition to major grants from MariaMarina Foundation, The Julia & Hans 
Rausing Trust and The Linbury Trust, we were particularly pleased to receive a grant from the 
Howard Hyam Wingate Foundation. This allows us to give blind children, with no previous 
experience of music, a taster term of individual lessons and take part in a group activity. 
Amber has undertaken to provide ongoing financial support to those who subsequently wish 
to continue lessons. We were also delighted to receive a grant from the Lord Leverhulme’s 
Charitable Trust to fund music lessons for blind children at St Vincent’s School in Liverpool.
The increasing number of events and variety of community fundraising activities does a great 
deal to raise The Amber Trust’s profile throughout the UK and we welcome all fundraising events, 
many of which have musical connections.

“An Afternoon of Music” – Wathen Hall Concert, St Paul’s School, Barnes 
May 2016 

On a glorious spring day by the River Thames in The Wathen Hall 
at St Paul’s School in Barnes, London, this concert was attended 
by over 200 people and was the first time that beneficiaries 
and supporters of The Amber Trust had taken to the stage with 
professional musicians. There were special performances from 
the Derek Paravacini Quartet, several of the talented visually 

impaired musicians we assist and one of Amber’s biggest supporters, 11-year-old Poppy McGhee, 
who gave fantastic performances on the recorder and violin. As well as individual contributions 
from Anna Foo, flute, Mahalia Creft, violin and Ashleigh Turley, piano, the musicians had the 
opportunity to jam together on stage. Derek took special requests from the audience, including 
theme tunes from The Pink Panther, Harry Potter and Skyfall. A supporter of Amber who attended 
the event with her family said: “It was truly inspiring to see performances by some of the talented 
children, who are challenged in various ways, that Amber supports. The concert was so uplifting 
for all, demonstrating The Amber Trust’s real commitment to improving the lives of visually 
impaired children through music”. With ticket sales and donations the concert raised £2,100. 
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BBC Radio 4 Appeal, December 2016

The Amber Trust was delighted to be chosen to deliver the BBC 
Radio 4 Appeal on 18 December 2016. Cecily Morrison, whose 
son Ronan is supported by Amber, spoke eloquently about the 
reality of life for a blind child and the enormous positive impact 
that music has on Ronan’s life. Since Ronan was 18 months old, 
music has been his most important activity,  helping him to 
communicate with a world that can seem disconnected and 
confusing in the absence of visual information. The Appeal 
produced a massive response from the public: 338 people 
donated an average of £60, yielding over £20,000 (with an 

additional £2,200 from Gift Aid). Other people subsequently contacted Amber offering to help. 
We were delighted to pass on a Yamaha piano which is much appreciated by Ashleigh and are 
grateful to those who have chosen to become regular donors.

Other fundraising events

A huge thank you to Poppy and her mother Angie McGhee for 
organising a fantastic concert in Wookey Church in February. 
Poppy was joined by a talented young oboist, Alice, and by 
Ashleigh and Derek, who wowed the audience with a range of 
pieces, including the Black and White Rag and The Flight of the 
Bumble Bee – played in different keys. It really was a community 
event with Poppy and Angie involving the entire village in the 
evening, and between them serving a splendid array of food 
and drink in the interval. Together with a concert the previous 
week, at which the Derek Paravicini Quartet performed in 
Reigate, with a collection for Amber, £1,158 was raised.

Congratulations to Theo Elwes who took part in the Richmond Autumn 
Riverside 10k run with his father Ben, finishing the race in 44 minutes 
and raising a fantastic £2,100. Earlier in the year, Theo volunteered at 
the Linden Lodge Summer School, and some of the most disabled 
participants were captivated with his mellifluous violin playing.

During Small Charity Week, organised by the Foundation for Social 
Enterprise, The Amber Trust was one of four winners of an eBay’s Give@
Checkout competition. Purchasers on eBay were invited to make a small 
donation when completing their purchase and in total it raised £4,100 for 
Amber. 
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Objectives and Achievements for the year
This was a very successful year for Amber during which we met, and in some cases exceeded, 
each of our aims.
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•   We aimed to achieve an income of at least £160,000: our income actually increased to over 
£210,000.

•  We aimed to increase the number of Music Awards: 201 were granted, an increase of 14%.

•   We aimed to work with other charities to co-fund Music Awards where appropriate to 
maximise the number of children and young people we can help and the size of the awards 
we can give: the purchase of a number of instruments and items of specialist technology was 
co-funded with the Florence Nightingale Aid in Sickness Trust; we are match funding the fees 
of students to attend the Guildhall Junior Conservatoire and Junior Royal Academy of Music; 
and we provided support with travel and accommodation for a student to take part in the 
RNIB Composition Course at the Handel House Museum for a second year.

•   We aimed to run workshops in two special schools for visually impaired children: we 
supported a number of interactive music sessions at The Royal Blind School, Edinburgh; and, 
following the success of last year’s evening workshops at Linden Lodge School, Wandsworth, 
we funded a series of workshops during the 2016 summer school with Katie's Allsorts and 
Westcombe Brass working with Live Music Now.

•   We aimed to instigate research to show the potential impact of music for children with a 
visual impairment, and to develop resources to meet the needs that were identified: the Little 
Amber programme is being developed. It will provide free online resources targeted at blind 
and partially sighted babies and young children from September 2017.

•   We aimed to broaden our relationships with mainstream schools, to reach more visually 
impaired children who were being taught in inclusive settings: we achieved this through 
posting on the 'VI Forum' – the main online communication network for professionals 
working in the field.

•   We aimed to promote a concert giving beneficiaries the opportunity to perform in public 
with professional musicians and Amber’s supporters: The Wathen Hall concert, in the grounds 
of St Paul's School in Barnes, in May 2016, was a great success that we hope will become an 
annual event.

•   We aimed to commission a new video to help raise Amber’s profile and for fundraising 
purposes: this was achieved, and the video is available on our website, which, in addition to 
highlighting the vital work we do, showcases some of our amazingly talented beneficiaries.

•   We aimed to further develop contacts in the community and to provide support for 
fundraising events: in December 2016, our Radio 4 appeal reached a wider audience than 
Amber has been able to do in the past, and we hope that a number of donors to the appeal 
will continue to support Amber in the future.

Our aims for the 2017/2018 are as follows:

Plans for the Future
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•   To sustain our income at £200,000 per annum 
or more, by seeking support from Trusts and 
Foundations, individual donors and supporters 
who run community events in aid of Amber, to 
enable us to continue increasing our capacity 
to provide musical opportunities for visually 
impaired children across the UK.

•   To continue working with other charities to 
co-fund music awards, where appropriate, to 
maximise the number of children and young 
people we can help.

•   To continue supporting the Royal Blind School, Edinburgh by funding music equipment and 
additional teaching resources, and to replicate this provision in two other special schools for 
children with visual impairments.

•   To maintain our support for research to develop musical resources as part of All Join In 2, 
which will be of value to all children with visual impairment, including those with multiple 
disabilities.

•   To continue funding the specialist music provision for children and young people with  
Batten Disease.

•   To increase mainstream schools' awareness of The Amber Trust, to enable us to reach more 
visually impaired children who are being taught in inclusive provision.

•   To launch the Little Amber resources and further develop Amber’s website to incorporate  
these materials, as well as the resources from the All Join In 2 and the Batten Disease projects, 
to make them freely available to all parents, carers and the professionals who work with them.

•   To promote the Little Amber scheme to professionals and families to ensure take-up across 
the UK.

•   To hold an annual concert giving beneficiaries an opportunity to perform in public with 
professional musicians and Amber’s supporters.

•   To continue to develop contacts in the community and provide support for their fundraising 
events.



Thank You
Volunteers contribute to The Amber Trust’s activities in many ways. We are particularly grateful 
this year to Cecily Morrison who gave such a moving account of the role music plays in the life 
of her son Ronan, in a BBC Radio 4 Appeal given on behalf of Amber in December 2016. The 
response was overwhelming. We are most grateful to all those who donated so generously in 
response to the Appeal, including those who gave anonymously, whom we have not had an 
opportunity to thank personally, and those who have approached Amber, since hearing about 
our activities from the Appeal, offering to support us in other ways. 

We are indebted to Dame Diana Rigg for generously providing the commentary for our new 
video, and to Mike Trew for directing it so sensitively and capturing so clearly the aims and 
activities of The Amber Trust. Our thanks too to James and Joy Lisney for the beautiful and 
moving recital they gave to a group of our supporters, to Alison Ashworth for preparing the year 
end accounts and her advice throughout the year, and to Stephen Hough for his tremendous 
contribution to Amber’s fundraising activities.

Donations come from a variety of sources but, whether large or small, each one makes a vital 
difference by enabling a child with little or no sight to access and enjoy music. We would like 
to thank the following individuals for their personal donations or money they raised through 
community events:

Angela Hames, Mary and Jane Phillips, Park View Dry Cleaners, Patricia Maynard and Vivian Little, 
Poppy and Angie McGhee, Sarah and Georgina Kearney, The Dragon School, The Derek Paravicini 
Quartet, The FSI Small Charity Week PayPal Giving Fund Give@Checkout competition, The Hon 
Mrs John Hogg, St Paul’s School, Theodore Elwes and Waitrose East Sheen.

The grants we receive from Trusts and Foundations are vital in enabling Amber to reach as many 
visually impaired children as possible. For their support this year we thank:

Trusts and Foundations:
 
The AMMCO Trust 
British Humane Association
The Dischma Charitable Trust
Fitton Trust
The Florence Nightingale Aid in Sickness Trust
The Grey Court Trust
The Harebell Centenary Fund
The Harold Hyam Wingate Foundation
The Linbury Trust
Lord Leverhulme’s Charitable Trust
The Julia & Hans Rausing Trust 
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MariaMarina Foundation
MVM Charitable Trust
The N Smith Charitable Settlement
Odin Charitable Trust
The Patricia Routledge Charitable Trust
The PDC Trust
The RN and G Maini Charitable Trust
The Thomas J Horne Charitable Trust
True and Fair Foundation
The Walter Guinness Charitable Trust

We also thank those who have given generously but prefer 
no public acknowledgement

Summary of Financial Activities

Charitable Activities

During the year to 31 March 2017, the charity raised funds of 
£212,984, including £34,000 representing the second instalment 
of an award of £105,000 from MariaMarina Foundation.  
The charity also received investment income of £3,693. 
The directors spent £172,290 on charitable activities and raising 

funds (including £94,578 pledged but not yet paid at the year 
end) and £3,234 on the governance of the charity.

Investment performance

The investments held by the charity at 31 March 2017 increased in value during the year by 
£27,892. The charity sold investments realising a profit on their values at the start of the year 
of £3,226. The market value of those investments at the year-end of £216,435 represents an 
increase in value of £79,130 when compared to the book cost of £137,305. At 31 March 2017 the 
charity also held cash on deposit with the charity’s bankers and stockbrokers of £182,156 with 
sales proceeds and dividends due to be received shortly after the year end of £327.

Internal and external factors

There are no significant internal or external factors currently affecting the charity. 

Investment and Reserves Policy

The charity is reliant on income from friends of Amber, Charitable Trusts and its fundraising 
activities. This income is erratic so it is the policy of the directors to maintain a general reserve 
sufficient to cover the cost of between 18 months’ and 2 years’ charitable expenditure to ensure 
the charity can meet its commitments to its beneficiaries even if there is a dramatic fall in the 
charity’s income. The directors have no plans to build up any permanent endowment. At 31 
March 2017 the charity held £29,921 in restricted funds, and £17,701 in designated funds,  
to be used for specific projects (see note 11 of the Financial Statements). The remaining 
funds are available for distribution and expenses necessarily incurred in furtherance of the 
charity’s objectives.

Principal funding sources

The charity’s funds are derived from its fundraising activities and investment income.
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Structure, Governance and Management

Governing Instrument

The Amber Trust was established by a Trust Deed dated 9 June 1994 and was incorporated as a 
private limited company registered with Companies House on 25 October 1995.

Recruitment and Appointment of New Directors

The power to appoint new directors of the charitable company is vested in the directors who 
are its trustees for the purpose of charity law. Under the requirements of the Memorandum and 
Articles of Association one third of the directors are required to retire from office each year and 
are eligible for re-election at the next Annual General Meeting.

Tracy Tait took up her appointment as a director on 9 May 2016. Fiona Costa, Will Walker-Arnott 
and Katherine Johnson will retire this year by rotation. Fiona Costa and Will Walker-Arnott, being 
eligible, offer themselves for re-election.

In looking for new directors, the directors will bear in mind the experience and qualifications 
of the existing directors and possible candidates. The successful candidates are elected by a 
meeting of the existing directors.

Induction and Training of New Directors

The directors share responsibility for the induction and training of all new directors of the 
charity, usually assisted in doing so by the charity’s legal advisors. New directors will be provided 
with copies of:

•   The Memorandum and Articles of Association
•   The latest accounts of the charity

They are encouraged to read Charity Commission guidance notes CC3 – The Essential Trustee.  
In addition, directors are encouraged to read Charity Commission and other newsletters and to 
attend courses designed to keep them abreast of their duties and responsibilities.

Organisational Structure

The directors manage the charity generally and meet at least three times each year to take jointly 
all decisions necessary with regard to the review of the charity’s activities and achievement of 
objectives. Certain day-to-day administrative decisions are delegated to the Chair.

Wider Network

The charity is not part of a wider network.
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Public Benefit Statement

The directors consider that the charity’s activities, as set out in its 'Aims and Achievements of 
2017' are for the public benefit. The directors confirm that they have complied with their duty 
under s17(5) of the Charities Act 2011 to have due regard to the guidance published by the 
Charity Commission for England and Wales.

Related parties

The charity works closely with the Applied Music Research Centre at the University of 
Roehampton to fund specific projects. Adam Ockelford, a director of The Amber Trust is Professor 
of Music and Director of the Applied Music Research Centre. Professor Ockelford received no 
personal benefit from the grants.  The charity has no subsidiaries but does work closely with the 
RNIB (registered charity no. 226227). 

Risk Management

The directors have a duty to identify and review the risks to which the charity is exposed and to 
ensure appropriate controls are in place to provide reasonable assurance against fraud and error.  
At each directors’ meeting a discussion takes place and the significant risks of the charity are 
discussed. Where appropriate, risks are reported on and discussed in subsequent meetings.  
The directors have reviewed the risks to which the charity is exposed and consider that they 
have established sufficient systems and procedures to mitigate those risks.

Amber’s President

Amber’s President, HRH The Duchess of Cornwall, continues to be a great support to Amber and 
her involvement has undoubtedly helped to raise the charity’s profile and to attract supporters.

Directors

The following directors held office during the year:

Julia Walport (Chair)
Fiona Costa
Michael Finniston
Katie Johnson

The directors who held office at the end of the financial period have no beneficial interest in the 
Company. All new directors are elected on the collective agreement of its present directors.

Adam Ockelford
Tracy Tait (appointed 9 May 2016)
Simon Vincent
Will Walker-Arnott
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Financial Statements

Independent Examiner

The accountants, Messrs Burgess Hodgson, have indicated their willingness to continue in office 
and a resolution concerning their appointment will be proposed at the Annual General Meeting.

The accounts have been prepared in accordance with the special provisions of Part 15 of the 
Companies Act 2006 relating to small entities.

Statement of Directors’ Responsibilities in Respect of the Accounts

Company law requires the directors to prepare accounts for each financial year which give a true 
and fair view of the state of affairs of the company and of the surplus or deficit of the company 
for that period. In preparing those accounts the directors are required to:

• select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently;

• make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent;

•  prepare the accounts on a going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the 
company will continue in business.

The directors are responsible for keeping proper accounting records, which disclose with 
reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the company and to enable them 
to ensure that the accounts comply with the Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible 
for safeguarding the assets of the company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the 
prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities.

APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
AND SIGNED ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD

___________________________     26 September 2017
Lady Julia Walport
Chair
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Independent Examiner's Report

19

Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of The Amber Trust Charitable Company

I report on the accounts of the company for the year ended 31 March 2016

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner  
The trustees (who are also the directors of the company for the purposes of company law) are 
responsible for the preparation of the accounts. The charity's trustees consider that an audit is 
not required for this year under section 144(2) of the Charities Act 2011 (the 2011 Act) and that 
an independent examination is needed.

Having satisfied myself that the charity is not subject to audit under Part 16 of the Companies 
Act 2006 and is eligible for an independent examination, it is my responsibility to:

• examine the accounts under section 145 of the 2011 Act;

•  follow the procedures laid down in the General Directions given by the Charity Commission 
under section 145(5)(b) of the 2011 Act; and

• to state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner's report
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity 
Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity 
and a comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration 
of any unusual items or disclosures in the accounts, and the seeking of explanations from 
you as trustees concerning any such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all 
the evidence that would be required in an audit and, consequently, no opinion is given as to 
whether the accounts present a 'true and fair view' and the report is limited to those matters set 
out in the statement below. 

Independent examiner's statement
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention:

•  which gives me reasonable cause to believe that, in any material respect, the requirements: 
(a) to keep accounting records in accordance with section 386 of the Companies Act 2006, and 
(b)  to prepare accounts which accord with the accounting records, comply with the accounting 

requirements of the Companies Act 2006 and with the methods and principles of the 
Statement of Recommended Practice: Accounting and Reporting by Charities (revised 2005) 
have not been met, or

•  to which, in my opinion, attention should be drawn in order to enable a proper understanding 
of the accounts to be reached.

Mark Laughton FCCA, Burgess Hodgson LLP, Chartered Accountants, 27 New Dover Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 3DN

29 September 2017



The Amber Trust – Statement of financial activities for the year ended 
31 March 2017 including income and expenditure account

Incoming resources:

Donations

Income from fundraising events

Investments

Total incoming resources

Resources expended:

Charitable activities

Raising funds

Governance costs

Total resources expended

Net incoming/(outgoing) 
resources for the year

Other recognised gains/(losses)

Gains/(losses) on investment assets

Net movement in funds

Funds brought forward at 1 April

Funds carried forward at 
31 March

Notes 2017 
£

2016 
£

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total

3

3

4a)

4a)

4b)

6

133,538

14,326

3,693

151,557

81,947

17,144

3,234

102,325

49,232

31,118

80,350

194,056

274,406

65,120

-

-

65,120

73,199

-

-

73,199

(8,079)

-

(8,079)

38,000

29,921

198,658

14,326

3,693

216,677

155,146

17,144

3,234

175,524

41,153

31,118

72,271

232,056

304,327

159,248

16,826

4,448

180,522

96,902

6,716

3,626

107,244

73,278

(1,504)

71,774

160,282

232,056

All of the company’s activities are classed as continuing and there are no other recognised gains 
and losses other than the net movement of funds for the financial periods presented.
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The Amber Trust – Balance sheet as at 31 March 2017

Current assets:

Debtors

Investments

Cash at bank and in hand

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year

Net current assets

The funds of the charity:

Unrestricted - undesignated funds

Unrestricted - designated funds

Restricted funds

Total charity funds

Notes 2017
£

2016
£

7

8

11

11

11

327

216,435

182,156

398,918

(94,591)

304,327

256,705

17,701

274,406

29,921

304,327

174

180,618

118,616

299,408

(67,352)

232,056

174,856

19,200

194,056

38,000

232,056
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10,000: the number of times that a video of Lucy 
playing She'll be Coming Round the Mountain was 
watched on Amber's Facebook page



The trustees are satisfied that the charity is entitled to exemption from the provisions of the 
Companies Act 2006 (the Act) relating to the audit of the financial statements for the year by 
virtue of section 447, and no member or members have requested an audit pursuant to section 
476 of the Act.

The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for:

l.  ensuring that the charity keeps proper accounting records which comply with section 386 of 
the Act; and

ll.  preparing financial statements which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the 
charity as at the end of the financial year and its profit or loss for the financial year in 
accordance with the requirements of section 393, and which otherwise comply with the 
requirements of the Act relating to financial statements, so far as applicable to the charity.

The accounts have been prepared in accordance with FRS102 1A for smaller entities.

These accounts were approved by the board of directors on 26 September 2017.

Signed on behalf of the board

___________________________          
Lady Julia Walport
Chair
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The Amber Trust – Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 
31 March 2017

1.  Basis of preparation 
The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, in 
accordance with the Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing 
their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities (the 
FRSSE) and in accordance with the FRSSE and the Companies Act 2006.

2.  Accounting policies
 a)  Income 

Donations are recognised as income when received. If paid under covenant or gift aid, the 
related tax recoverable is recognised when the original donation is received.

      Other income is recognised when received.
 
 b)   Expenditure 

Charitable activities are those activities undertaken to achieve the charity’s objectives.  
Expenditure on charitable activities is recognised when the Charity’s Music Awards 
Committee has agreed a grant to a beneficiary or when payment is due.

        Expenditure on raising funds comprises costs incurred in generating voluntary income, 
including fundraising events.

      Governance costs are incurred on constitutional and statutory requirements.

       Support costs have been allocated to charitable activities and fundraising activities on a 
basis consistent with the use of resources.

 c)    Funds 
The charity’s funds have been classified as unrestricted and restricted. Unrestricted funds 
may be used at the trustees’ discretion in furtherance of the charity’s objectives and aims.  
Where the trustees have set aside a part of the unrestricted fund to be used for specific 
projects, this fund is described as ‘designated’.  Restricted funds may only be used in 
accordance with the donor’s wishes.

 d)     Investment valuation 
Investments are valued at their year end market values.

 e)      Taxation 
No provision has been made for either income tax or corporation tax, the company being 
exempt as a registered charity. The Amber Trust is not registered for Value Added Tax.
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Donations:

From Trusts and Foundations

From individual donors (i)

Gift Aid recovery

Income from fundraising events:

Major fundraising event

Community fundraising

Investments

2017
£

2016
£

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total

100,250

27,948

5,340

133,538

4,593

9,733

14,326

3,693

151,557

65,120

-

-

65,120

-

- 

-

- 

65,120

165,370

27,948

5,340

198,658

4,593

9,733

14,326

3,693

216,677

153,030

3,296

2,922

159,248

1,366

15,460

16,826

4,448

180,522

3. Incoming resources
 b)  Analysis of total support costs
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The Amber Trust – Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 
31 March 2017 continued

(i) Includes £20,411 received from the BBC Radio 4 Appeal.

4. Resources expended
 a)  Analysis of total resources expended

Charitable activities:

Music grants approved

Research grant

Investment fees

Development of resources

Cost of generating funds:

Fundraising and events

Governance

Total resources expended

2017
£

2016
£

Grant funding Support 
costs Total Total

-

6,000

-

21,000

27,000

-

-

27,000

7,225

-

-

-

7,225

6,282

3,234

16,741

110,193

6,000

1,716

37,237

155,146

17,144

3,234

175,524

88,325

7,000

1,577

-

96,902

6,716

3,626

107,244

Direct activity

102,968

-

1,716

16,237

120,921

10,862

-

131,783

4. b)  Analysis of total support costs

Music awards administration

Office costs

Travel and subsistence

Website costs

Legal fees

Independent examiner fees

2017
£

2016
£

Cost of 
generating 

funds

Governance Total Total

-

1,617

386

4,279

-

-

6,282

-

-

-

-

2,494

740

3,234

7,225

1,617

386

4,279

2,494

740

16,741

7,225

1,802

193

1,326

3,013

591

14,170

Charitable 
activities

7,225

-

-

-

-

-

7,245
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The Amber Trust – Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 
31 March 2017 continued



Profit/(loss) on sale of investments

2017 
£

2016
£

3,226 (125)

5.  Directors’ fees and expenses 
No remuneration was paid to the Directors during the year. Tracy Tait was reimbursed 
expenses of £58 in the year.

6.  Realised and unrealised investment gains and losses
 a) Realised gains and losses

 b) Unrealised gains and losses

7.  Debtors
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The Amber Trust – Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 
31 March 2017 continued

Value of investments at beginning of year

Less: value of investments sold

Add: cost of investments purchased

Adjusted value at beginning of year

Market value of investments at end of year

Unrealised gain/(loss)

180,618

(2,015)

9,940

188,543

216,435

27,892

183,655

(1,798)

140

181,997

180,618

(1,379)

2017 
£

2016
£

Investment income 327 174

2017 
£

2016
£

8. Creditors – amounts falling due within one year

Grants approved but unpaid at end of year

Companies House fees

2017
£

2016
£

94,578

13

94,591

67,339

13

67,352

9.  Capital 
The company is limited by guarantee and has no share capital.  Each member has a liability 
limited to £1 for payment of the company’s debts if the company is wound up or dissolved.

10.  Related party transactions
  During the year ended 31 March 2017, the charity allocated £27,000  (year ended 31 March 

2016 - £7,000) to the Applied Music Research Centre at the University of Roehampton to fund 
specific research projects to understand the impact of visual impairment in childhood on 
developing musicality and to design and provide resources for the parents and teachers of 
visually impaired children to use. Adam Ockelford, a director of The Amber Trust, is Professor 
of Music and Director of the Applied Music Research Centre.  Professor Ockelford received no 
personal benefit from the grants. 
 

There have been no other related party transactions in the year.

11.  Funds 
An analysis of the company’s assets at 31 March 2017 by fund is provided in the table below:

Current assets

Creditors amounts falling due 
within one year

Net assets

Unrestricted Total

Undesignated Designated

316,916

(60,211)

256,705

17,701

-

17,701

398,918

(94,591)

304,327

64,301

(34,380)

29,921

Restricted

£
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The Amber Trust – Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 
31 March 2017 continued



Movements on restricted and unrestricted designated funds during the year ended  
31 March 2017 are analysed in the table below:

The funds from MariaMarina Foundation comprise the second instalment of an award of 
£105,000 to be received over three years. The award is used to develop the charity’s fundraising 
capability; to provide 40 additional music awards; and to commission the Applied Music 
Research Centre at the University of Roehampton to develop music resources for visually 
impaired children with additional needs.

The award from the True and Fair Foundation was used to make a video for fundraising purposes.

The award from The Harold Hyam Wingate Foundation is used to fund new music awards.

The award from Lord Leverhulme’s Charitable Trust will be used to fund music awards over two 
years for students at St Vincent’s School, Liverpool.

The funds from The Linbury Trust comprise the first instalment of an award of £60,480 to be 
received over three years. The award is used to fund music awards for children with life limiting 
diseases.

Designated funds were used during the year to fund music therapy for children with life limiting 
diseases. At 31 March 2017 the Trustees had designated certain funds to specific projects as 
follows: £6,904 to the Little Amber project; £7,297 to various music workshops and £3,500 to a 
concert and film screening.

12.   Controlling party 
The directors are the ultimate controlling party.
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The Amber Trust – Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 
31 March 2017 continued

MariaMarina Foundation

True and Fair Foundation

The Harold Hyam Wingate 
Foundation

Lord Leverhulme's 
Charitable Trust

The Linbury Trust

Restricted funds

Designated funds

Expenditure At 31 March 2017

21,095

-

3,779

5,047

-

29,921

17,701

IncomeAt 1 April 2016

35,000

3,000

-

-

-

38,000

19,200

(47,905)

(3,000)

(2,221)

(4,953)

(15,120)

(73,199)

(16,200)

34,000

-

6,000

10,000

15,120

65,120

14,701

Legal and Administrative Information
President  HRH The Duchess of Cornwall

Patrons Roderic Hill, Jools Holland OBE, Derek Paravicini, 
 Nic Paravicini DL, Lady Eleanor Shearing, Gavin Tait

Directors and Trustees  Julia Walport (Chair), Fiona Costa, Michael Finniston, 
 Katie Johnson, Adam Ockelford, Tracy Tait*, Simon Vincent,  
 Will Walker-Arnott
 * Appointed 9 May 2016

Email  contact@ambertrust.org 

Website www.ambertrust.org 

Registered Address 64a Princes Way, London, SW19 6JF

Charity Registration Number  1050503

Company Registration Number  3117803

Status Company limited by guarantee

Bankers  CAF Bank Ltd, Kings Hill, West Malling, Kent, ME19 4TA

Independent Examiner  Burgess Hodgson Chartered Accountants, 
 27 New Dover Road, Canterbury, Kent, CT1 3DN

Solicitors Hunters, 9 New Square, Lincoln’s Inn, London, 
 WC2A 3QN

 Bates Wells & Braithwaite,  10 Queen Street Place, London         
 EC4R 1BE

Investment Advisers Rathbone Investment Management Ltd, Fiennes House,   
 32 Southgate Street, Winchester, SO23 9EH



The Amber Trust
64a Princes Way, London SW19 6JF

Registered Charity No: 1050503 • Company No: 3117803

;www.ambertrust.org                  contact@ambertrust.org                www.facebook.com/theambertrust                 @theambertrust

The Amber Trust
Music for Blind Children


