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A Word from the Chair
This financial year has been one of great development and expansion for The 
Amber Trust. On the basis of our increasingly strong financial position, we are now 
delighted to be able to offer direct music services as well as providing the Amber 
Music Awards which support increasing numbers of individual blind and partially 
sighted children in their engagement with music.  

You will read in our Report that, since September 2017, ‘Little Amber’ music 
resources have been freely available for anyone to download from the Amber 

website. In addition, our group of specially trained Little Amber practitioners are already supporting 
nearly 50 families with blind and partially sighted children throughout the UK on the full Little Amber 
programme. Anni Martin has worked tirelessly in a consultancy capacity setting up the programme with 
Isabel Bedford, who has provided musical input with Professor Adam Ockelford, and we are delighted 
that Anni will be Director of Amber Music Services from 1 July 2018. In September 2018, we are launching 
‘AmberPlus’, a similar programme, but designed for families with children who are over 5 years old and 
have additional and more complex needs.  

Amber has ambitious plans to develop further materials. We are fortunate to have received funding 
from the GC Gibson Charitable Trust enabling us also to develop a similar suite of resources for visually 
impaired children with life-limiting diseases such as Batten Disease. In addition, Julia and Hans Rausing 
have directed funds to The Amber Trust with which we will be creating a series of short teaching videos 
for musicians and others working with visually impaired children. These will also be available for anyone 
to access and download from the Amber website helping us to reach more of the 25,000 visually impaired 
children in the UK and others worldwide. 

Julia and Hans Rausing’s very generous support is also enabling us to provide special awards to some of 
the very talented young musicians we support, including those who study at junior conservatoires. 
The first Julia and Hans Rausing Award was given in December 2017 to Anna, who has been supported by 
Amber for a decade. We are also proud now to support Alexia, Zoe, Lilly and Catherine in this way. 

None of Amber’s other activities would be possible without the very considerable financial and other 
support we receive from our donors and supporters. MariaMarina Foundation and The Linbury Trust 
have continued to provide major grants and we are delighted to have formed new relationships with 
other Trusts and Foundations. Our relationship with St Michael and All Angels Church, Bedford Park has 
provided considerable financial support throughout the year from their many fundraising activities and 
we have very much enjoyed participating in their events. A highlight of the year was Mark Critchlow’s 
remarkable Channel team swim and this, with many of their other activities, helped raise Amber’s profile 
as well as providing funds. We have been encouraged and delighted by the increasing support we receive 
from community events, particularly from amateur choirs and orchestras and from schools throughout 
the UK. Finally, Amber is proud to have been chosen as one of Global’s Make Some Noise 2018 charities. 

On 25 May 2018 the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) comes into force. Amber has worked 
hard to make all its activities compliant with the new legislation. I am grateful to Isobel Michael for 
the expert guidance she has given us and to Marios Michael for his technical support. Amber takes its 
responsibility for holding personal data extremely seriously; please do not hesitate to contact me if you 
have any concerns.                 Julia Walport, Chair of Trustees
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About Amber
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The Amber Trust was founded in 1995 to help blind and partially sighted children across the UK, 
who have a talent or love for music. Amber’s vision is for blind and partially sighted children, 
including those with additional disabilities, to have the best possible chance to meet their 
musical needs and aspirations and fulfil their potential. We aim to support and enhance the 
lives of the 25,000 blind and partially sighted children in the UK, including those with additional 
disabilities, in their engagement with music, and to promote high quality music provision for all 
children and young people with a visual impairment. The Amber Trust’s core activity is providing 
Music Awards for individual blind and partially sighted children for: 

•  instrumental and singing lessons 
•  music therapy sessions for those with life-limiting conditions 
•  the purchase of musical instruments or items of specialist musical technology 
•  tickets and assistance with attending concerts 
•  travel and accommodation to access opportunities for making music 

Music really is of special importance to these young people. For some, learning to play an 
instrument or to sing, or simply being able to go to a concert, can add immeasurably to their 
lives. For others, many of whom have severe learning difficulties, music may offer a lifeline, 
helping them to reach out in a dark and confusing world. 

For all the children Amber supports, music has a significant impact. It not only gives them 
great joy, it encourages them to learn, boosts their confidence and helps them to share their 
thoughts and feelings with others, opening up a world of independence, fulfilment and hope 
for the future. With many blind children in the UK living in relative poverty, they suffer a double 
disadvantage. Their families cannot afford to give them the musical experiences that can make 
such a difference to their lives. 



The Music Awards are only limited by our 
ability to raise funds. As we often receive more 
applications than we are able to support, Amber 
can only consider requests that will be of clear 
and direct benefit to the child or young person. 
In order to reach more blind and partially 
sighted children we have initiated a new service 
– Little Amber – for the families of blind and 
partially sighted children in the early years. 
Little Amber has two elements. The first is freely 
available resources that can be viewed online 
or downloaded and are open to all families 
and professionals in the UK and beyond. The 
second is the Little Amber Music Awards Scheme 
through which families receive four visits a year 
from specially trained practitioners. At the end of 
March, 48 children were receiving this service. 

Alongside Amber’s programme of Music Awards we are pleased to be working in partnership 
with other charities to help more young people, and we are continuing to develop 
relationships with special schools to provide music workshops for visually impaired children with 
complex needs.
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   225 individual Music Awards were made, 
24 more than in 2016/17 

The Little Amber Scheme is already supporting
46 families equating to 48 children



Beneficiaries’ Stories

Catherine, who is partially sighted, is 
sixteen years old, and comes from a musical 
family: her late father was an oboist in the 
BBC Symphony Orchestra, and her brother 
was a chorister at King’s College Cambridge. 
Catherine took up the cello at the age of five, 
and now, some 11 years later, is working for 
her LRSM. She is principal cellist with the 
Suffolk Youth Orchestra, and gave an elegant 
performance of the Elgar Cello Concerto at 
the Apex Concert Hall in Bury St Edmunds 
in March 2018 having earlier won the string 
section of the West Suffolk Young Musician of 
the Year Competition. Catherine also studies 
the oboe and cor anglais, and is principal 
oboist of the West Suffolk Youth Orchestra. 

Catherine studies at the Junior Guildhall 
School of Music, and The Amber Trust has supported her music education there for a number of 
years, currently contributing to the fees through the new Julia & Hans Rausing Award Scheme. 
Thanks to this support, the funds for Catherine’s musical studies are assured until she is 18. 
Catherine says that music is the most vital thing in her life and she is so grateful to Amber for 
making it possible for her to study at the Junior Guildhall to such a high level. Catherine’s school 
(Culford) gave a concert in aid of The Amber Trust at Easter, 2017.

Olivier - ‘Music is my life!’ says twelve year old 
Olivier with a smile. There’s a serene look on his 
face when he talks about how he loves playing the 
piano and how much he enjoys listening to 
music. Olivier was born at 27 weeks gestation and 
has Retinopathy of Prematurity (RoP) with no 
vision at all. He is also identified as having learning 
difficulties and an autism spectrum condition. 

Despite this, he has special musical talents, which first 
came to light before he was two years old, when his 
parents noticed that he was playing a theme he heard 
on the TV on the keyboard.  

Following this, he had his first formal piano lesson 
when he was in Year 2 at school. He has been a 
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recipient of an Amber Trust Award for three years and, as a result, his parents say his life has 
‘changed completely’. When he plays the piano, he becomes more relaxed, quiet, and happy. 
Once, he played the keyboard at home with his window open. His neighbours stood 
and listened, and were amazed to find the beautiful music was being produced by a little boy!

Olivier regularly performs at school, which has boosted his confidence and helped him to make 
friends. ‘I feel very proud when I play at school’, he said in the letter he wrote in braille to The 
Amber Trust. All are agreed that music has completely transformed Olivier’s life.

Anaya was one of our very first Little 
Amber applications after we launched 
the service in September 2017. She is 
now four years old, and registered blind 
with only some light perception. Anaya 
absolutely loves music. Her mum, Saadia, 
says that nothing makes Anaya happier 
than banging on the tambourine or 
dancing with her older sister, who is also 
blind, to their favourite songs. Music is 
also the one thing that can relax and 
calm her if she’s ever stressed or out of 
sorts. Anaya gets so excited about her 
Little Amber sessions that she bounces 
up and down on the sofa while she 
waits for her music practitioner, Daniel, 
to arrive! 

As well as showing Anaya’s family and 
friends how to engage with her through 
music using the downloadable songs 

and activity cards that families receive as part of the Little Amber scheme, Daniel also assessed 
her aural and technical skills. As a result, Anaya will be moving on from Little Amber to receive 
funding for a full Amber Music Award for lessons and a new digital touch-sensitive piano in the 
autumn 2018. 
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Other Initiatives
Whilst the provision of Music Awards to individual children 
remains Amber’s core activity, we have established and are now 
providing a number of direct services to blind and partially 
sighted children in the early years, and to young people in  
special schools, with a view to enhancing their social and 
academic education and to foster their wellbeing through  
music. For many of the students, music is a vital lifeline providing 
a unique form of self-expression and communication. Work is 
currently underway to extend these direct services to other 
groups in the future. 

Music Workshops at Linden Lodge Summer School
Following the success of last year's summer school workshops at Linden Lodge, Amber was 
delighted to arrange a further series of interactive music workshops this year, thanks to a 
generous grant from the Wimbledon Foundation Community Fund managed by the London 
Community Fund. The two-week event was attended by children with special needs in 
Wandsworth and Merton. 

As well as being blind or partially sighted, these children have severe or profound and multiple 
learning difficulties. The young people and their carers had a terrific time taking part in steel 
pan workshops provided by the Steel Pan Agency. They had also the opportunity to experience 
South Asian Music, which was provided by the World Heart Beat Music Academy. The children 
were introduced to the different timbres, sounds and rhythms of Indian music and got involved 
by feeling and playing the various instruments.

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           

          “By helping us provide the music for this event it added so 
much to the kids’ enjoyment” – Danny, Linden Lodge.



Little Amber
Following the success of the ‘premature babies’ 
project, which showed just how effective 
music can be in enhancing the lives of blind 
and partially sighted children in the early 
years, through supporting the development 
of language, social skills and movement and 
inculcating a sense of wellbeing, our Little 
Amber scheme was launched in September 
2017. Little Amber comprises a set of online 
resources that offer ideas for musical activities 
that families can do themselves with their child. 

These are freely available to all families across the UK and beyond. In addition, up to 50 families 
at any one time receive quarterly visits from specially trained early years music practitioners, to 
model interactive musical games and give parents confidence to sing and play with their young 
children. The feedback from families show that this service is hugely valued: ‘For me and Laura’s 
mum, it was so exciting to see her focusing on something for such a length of time, smiling 
throughout. She was so engaged!’ (Kate, VI Worker).

AmberPlus
Following the success of Little Amber, we 
are now working on a new project called 
AmberPlus, which offers a similar service for the 
families or carers of children and young people 
aged 5–18 who are visually impaired and have 
severe, or profound and multiple learning 
difficulties. 

The scheme uses the Sounds of Intent 
framework of musical development and aims 
to empower families, carers and friends to 
communicate with their children though music. Like Little Amber, AmberPlus will offer freely 

available online resources and, initially, direct support for up to 50 
families at any one time, coming on-stream in September 2018.  
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The Batten Disease Project 
Blindness often occurs with other disabilities, and among the most challenging cases that 
The Amber Trust supports are children who have life-limiting conditions, such as the forms of 
infantile and juvenile dementia known as Batten Disease. For many years, parents, teachers 
and therapists have reported that music seems to be particularly important to many of these 
children – particularly as their disease progresses to its inevitable end. Recent research from a 
European-wide study suggests that this is common to many children with Batten’s: sometimes, 
music appears to be the only avenue of self-expression and communication that remains. 
With the generous support of the Baily Thomas Charitable Foundation, the University of 
Roehampton is working closely with Amber on a three-year project, that is following 12 children 
over three years, evaluating a range of different musical interventions and to see which are most 
effective in enhancing the children’s quality of life, in particular with regard to language and 
movement. The research has shown that music can support the continued use of expressive 
language when speech is in decline (or has ceased); promote a day-to-day understanding of 
what is occurring, where, with whom and when; assist in the recall of important memories; 
enhance emotional regulation and well being; and, for those with limited movement, the project 
has indicated how music technology can be used to foster social inclusion and active musical 
participation. These ideas will underpin the creation of a new set of online resources for families 
to use, which will be launched in 2020.
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          25 children and young people with 
Batten Disease are being supported
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Fundraising
In the last decade, Amber has supported 702 blind and partially 
sighted children through individual music awards. During 
2017/2018, we provided 225 awards, 74 of which were for 
children who were new to Amber. We reached another 90 
visually impaired young people by delivering music workshops 
in special schools and, with the launch of Little Amber in 
September 2017, 46 families with 48 blind or partially sighted 
babies and very young children were also supported. We have 
helped many more children indirectly, through the provision of 
information and resources to parents and professionals. 
This expansion was made possible through our recent ambitious 
fundraising strategy which raised Amber’s annual income from 
fundraising from £210,000 in 2016 to almost £300,000 this year.  

We are grateful to all the Trusts and Foundations, the individual 
donors and community fundraisers who have so generously 
supported our work, in many cases, over a number of years. 
In addition to major grants from MariaMarina Foundation, the 
GC Gibson Charitable Trust and The Linbury Trust, we are grateful 

to Julia and Hans Rausing for directing funds from a family foundation to Amber. The additional 
donation this year will be used to develop online training materials for those working with or 
caring for visually impaired children, including those with additional disabilities. Julia and Hans 
Rausing have also given their names to special awards for talented young musicians, most of 
whom attend Junior Conservatoires. A further grant from The British Humane Association and 
one from the Spectacle Makers’ Charity enabled us to produce the materials for Little Amber and 
AmberPlus. Gina Miller’s True and Fair Foundation continues generously to provide the design 
for our Annual Report and other promotional materials.

Rockhampton Wind Quintet playing at 
the Three Towers Music Festival



An Afternoon of Music – Wathen Hall Concert, St Paul’s School, Barnes  
May 2017

On Sunday 14 May 2017, Amber hosted a second 
concert bringing together some of the talented 
young musicians we support. There were special 
performances from the Derek Paravicini Quartet 
and a guest appearance by James Risdon (a blind 
professional musician) playing a Telemann duo for 
two recorders with Amber’s star fundraiser Poppy. 

There were lovely performances on the flute by 
Anna and on the 
cello by Ivan, and 
Hannah Davey 
gave the first 
performance 
of Zoe Dixon’s 
Tiger, Tiger 
accompanied 

by John Paul Ekins. This beautiful song had been specially 
commissioned by The Amber Trust. Ashleigh entranced us all 
by playing the piano with growing confidence and maturity, 
both alone and with Derek. Guest appearances by Lucy and 
Ronan showed just what fun music-making can be. Finally, all 
the musicians came together for a rousing rendition of Fly me 
to the Moon. 

Later, Amber was delighted to host a private screening of Braille Music, a moving and insightful 
film by Michael House giving an account of the 
lives of six blind musicians and the place that 
Louis Braille’s ingenious code plays in enabling 
them to access musical notation. At the reception 
afterwards, it was fascinating for members of the 
audience to be able to chat to the blind musicians 
who had taken part in the film including Zoe, an 
Amber beneficiary, who wrote the song ‘Hope’ 
which we saw the musicians rehearsing together 
and recording during the film. 

St Paul’s School have been generous in allowing us to use the Wathen Hall once more for our 
annual concert and, this year, the Samuel Pepys Theatre for screening Braille Music. Karenne 
Mills’s kindness and support in organising these events is invaluable.
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St Michael and All Angels, Bedford Park

Amber was thrilled to be chosen as one of the three charities that St Michael’s will support over 
the next three years. Amber has already benefited from a number of its fundraising events such 
as Quiz night, Hymnathon, and the celebrated ‘Green Days’ at the Bedford Park Festival, where, 
this year, Derek Paravicini performed. Adam Ockelford also spoke in church on Charities Sunday 
about Amber. He introduced Ashleigh, who stole the show, playing both the organ and the 
piano, giving the congregation a magical opportunity to experience the joy and conviction that 
she communicates through music. 

Many congratulations to Mark Critchlow, who has a 
severe visual impairment, on completing a Channel 
team swim on Saturday 26 August 2017. This was a 
tremendous personal challenge for Mark and we are 
in awe of his achievement. We are incredibly grateful 
and honoured that he swam in aid of The Amber 
Trust raising nearly £9,400 to help blind and partially 
sighted children to engage with music. Mark chose 
to support Amber as his church is St Michael’s and All 
Angels, Bedford Park.

We are particularly grateful to St Michael and All Angels, Bedford Park for choosing Amber to be 
one of their nominated charities for three years. The personal, professional and financial support 
we have received from the church has been invaluable. 

Other fundraising events

The increasing number of events and variety of community 
fundraising activities does a great deal to raise The Amber 
Trust’s profile throughout the UK and we welcome all 
fundraising events, many of which have musical connections. 

Amber has been fortunate to have been supported by 
a number of schools, including Hugh Sexey Church of 
England Middle School in Somerset. In addition, concerts 
as far afield as Halifax and Bristol, and a whole weekend of 
musical events at the Three Towers Music Festival, have been 
organised to raise funds on our behalf. Pat Maynard, a 
long-time supporter of Amber, organised a Sunday 

afternoon concert with Derek Paravicini, as well as holding a number of bridge lunches. The 
Cambridge Suzuki group played for us, and the Calderdale Music Trust provided a Christmas 
brass band! 
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Objectives and Achievements for the year
This was a very successful year for Amber during which we met, and in some cases exceeded, 
each of our aims.
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•   We aimed to sustain our income of at least £200,000 per annum; we actually raised almost 
£300,000 through fundraising.

•   We aimed to increase the number of Music Awards; 225 were granted compared with 201 
the previous year, an 11% increase.

•   We aimed to work with other charities to co-fund Music Awards where appropriate to 
maximise the number of children and young people we can help and the size of the awards 
we can give; we worked with the Florence Nightingale Aid in Sickness Trust to co-fund 
the purchase of instruments and technology.

•   We aimed to run workshops in two special schools for visually impaired children; we 
supported a number of interactive music sessions at The Royal Blind School, Edinburgh 
and at the Linden Lodge Summer School in Wandsworth. 

•   We aimed to launch and promote the Little Amber scheme; this was launched in September 
2017, and, as at 31 March 2018, almost 50 children were being supported. 

•   We aimed to continue funding the specialist music provision for children and young people 
with Batten Disease; as at 31 March 2018, we were supporting 25 children with Batten’s.

•   We aimed to promote a concert giving beneficiaries the opportunity to perform in public 
with professional musicians and Amber’s supporters; The Wathen Hall concert, in the 
grounds of St Paul’s School in Barnes, in May 2017, was a great success and is now 
established as an annual event. 

•   We aimed to continue to develop contacts in the community and provide support for their 
fundraising events; our community fundraising has expanded exponentially through a 
wide range of different events, including concerts, school fundraising and individual 
endeavours. 

•   We aimed to maintain support for research to develop musical resources as part of ‘All Join  
In 2’, which will be of value to all children with visual impairment, including those with 
multiple disabilities; the ‘Tuning In’ materials being developed in conjunction with 
Jessica Kingsley Publishers, and will underpin the new AmberPlus programme from 
September 2018. 



Our aims for the 2018/2019 are as follows:

Plans for the Future
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•   To sustain our income at £250,000 per annum or more, by seeking support from Trusts and 
Foundations, individual donors and supporters who run community events in aid of Amber. 

•   To continue working with other charities to co-fund music awards, where appropriate, to 
maximise the number of children and young people we can help. 

•   To continue supporting the Linden Lodge School Summer Scheme for blind and partially 
sighted children by funding music equipment and additional teaching resources, and to 
replicate this provision in two other special schools for children with visual impairment.

•   To recruit music practitioners to work for the AmberPlus scheme, to further develop 
Amber’s website to incorporate the new AmberPlus materials, and to launch the scheme 
in September 2018, promoting the scheme to professionals and families to ensure take up 
across the UK.

•   To maintain the Little Amber programme at its current level. 

•     To continue funding the specialist music provision for children and young people with  
Batten Disease.

•   To initiate a project to create new online training materials for those working with or caring for 
visually impaired children, including those with additional disabilities. 

•   To increase mainstream schools’ awareness of The Amber Trust, to enable us to reach more 
visually impaired children who are being taught in inclusive provision. 

•   To hold an annual concert giving beneficiaries an opportunity to perform in public with 
professional musicians and Amber’s supporters.

•   To continue to develop contacts in the community and provide support for their fundraising 
events.



Thank You
Volunteers contribute to The Amber Trust’s activities in many different ways, both personally 
helping at events or through fundraising. We are delighted that increasing numbers of 
volunteers throughout the UK are helping us at events and supporting us financially by donating 
or raising money through a wide range of community activities. Our patron Derek Paravicini has 
given sparkling performances at a number of the concerts and events and we are grateful to him 
and to his manager Johnny Stirling for their unstinting support.    

Our thanks once more to Alison Ashworth for preparing the year end accounts and her advice 
throughout the year and to Valerie Wilmot and Kyproulla Markou for their administrative help.  

Donations come from a variety of sources but, whether large or small, each one makes a vital 
difference by enabling a child with little or no sight to access and enjoy music. We would like to 
thank the following individuals and organisations for their personal donations or money raised 
through community events:  

Anthony and Katherine Pinching, Barclays Bank, Chiswick Branch, Bown Design and Build, Bristol 
Concert Orchestra, Calderdale Music Trust, Cambridge Suzuki Group, Catherine and David 
Edwards, Culford School, Elina Karamani, Gareth Williams, Helen Sargent, Highbury School, 
Calderdale, Hugh Sexey Church of England Middle School, Lucy Kelly, Mark Critchlow, Mary 
and Jane Phillips, Park View Dry Cleaners, Patricia Maynard and Vivian Little, Poppy and Angie 
McGhee, St Michael and All Angels Church, Bedford Park, St Paul’s School, The Derek Paravicini 
Quartet, The Waldorf Hilton, London, Three Towers Music Festival, Wimbledon Choral Society, 
Zahira and David Bomford. Our thanks also to those who donated in memory of Virginia Blond 
and George Pratt.  

The grants we receive from Trusts and Foundations are vital in enabling Amber to reach as many 
visually impaired children as possible. We are particularly grateful to Julia and Hans Rausing for 
directing major funds from a family foundation to The Amber Trust and, for their support this 
year, we also thank these Trusts and Foundations: 
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We also thank those who have given generously but prefer 
no public acknowledgement

British Humane Association 
Douglas Arter Foundation 
The Earl Fitzwilliam Charitable Trust 
Fitton Trust  
The Florence Nightingale Aid in Sickness Trust 
The GC Gibson Charitable Trust 
Gerald Micklem Charitable Trust 
Greater Worcester Community Foundation 
The Grey Court Trust 
The Harebell Centenary Fund 
The Linbury Trust  
MariaMarina Foundation 

MVM Charitable Trust 
Odin Charitable Trust  
The PDC Trust  
The Rachel & David Barnett Trust 
The RN & G Maini Charitable Trust 
Sir Jules Thorn Charitable Trust 
The Spectacle Makers' Charity
Stichting Polar Lights Foundation 
The Thomas J Horne Charitable Trust 
True and Fair Foundation 
Wimbledon Foundation Community Fund 



Summary of Financial Activities

Charitable Activities

During the year to 31 March 2018, the charity raised funds of £297,794, including funds raised for 
specific projects of £154,694, which have been designated as restricted funds.   

The charity also received investment income of £7,215.  

The directors spent £203,158 on charitable activities and raising funds (including £136,712 
pledged but not yet paid at the year end) and £5,632 on the governance of the charity.

Investment performance

The investments held by the charity at 31 March 2018 increased in value during the year by £150. 
The charity sold investments realising a profit on their values at the start of the year of £5,365. 
The market value of those investments at the year end of £223,817 represents an increase in 
value of £79,280 when compared to the book cost of £144,537. At 31 March 2018 the charity 
also held cash on deposit with the charity’s bankers and stockbrokers of £317,931 with sales 
proceeds and investment income due to be received shortly after the year end of £1,217. 

Internal and external factors

There are no significant internal or external factors currently affecting the charity. 

Investment and Reserves Policy

The charity is reliant on income from friends of Amber, Charitable Trusts and its fundraising 
activities. This income is erratic so it is the policy of the directors to maintain a general reserve 
sufficient to cover the cost of between 18 months’ and 2 years’ charitable expenditure to ensure 
the charity can meet its commitments to its beneficiaries even if there is a dramatic fall in the 
charity’s income. The directors have no plans to build up any permanent endowment. At 31 
March 2018 the charity held £131,357 in restricted funds, and £13,550 in designated funds, to 
be used for specific projects (see note 11 of the Financial Statements). The remaining funds 
are available for distribution and expenses necessarily incurred in furtherance of the charity’s 
objectives. 

Principal funding sources

The charity’s funds are derived from its fundraising activities and investment income.
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Structure, Governance and Management

Governing Instrument

The Amber Trust was established by a Trust Deed dated 9 June 1994 and was incorporated as 
a private limited company registered with Companies House on 25 October 1995. The Trust’s 
Memorandum and Articles of Association were amended by special resolution on 5 December 
2017 to bring the Trust's governing documents in line with up-to-date with current company 
and charity law and good practice. 

Recruitment and Appointment of New Directors

The power to appoint new directors of the charitable company is vested in the directors who are 
its trustees for the purpose of charity law. Under the requirements of the Articles of Association, 
one third of the directors are required to retire from office each year and are eligible for  
re-appointment. Stephen Hough took up his appointment as a director on 26 September 2017. 
Michael Finniston and Adam Ockelford will retire this year by rotation and, being eligible, offer 
themselves for re-appointment. In looking for new directors, the directors will bear in mind the 
experience and qualifications of the existing directors and possible candidates. The successful 
candidates are appointed by a meeting of the existing directors. 

Induction and Training of New Directors

The directors share responsibility for the induction and training of all new directors of the 
charity. New directors will be provided with copies of:

•  The Articles of Association    •  The latest accounts of the charity 

 New directors are asked to read and familiarise themselves with Charity Commission guidance 
notes CC3 – The Essential Trustee. In addition, directors are encouraged to read Charity 
Commission and other newsletters and to attend courses designed to keep them abreast of their 
duties and responsibilities. 

Organisational Structure

The directors of the charitable company are the same people as its company law members. 
The directors manage the charity generally and meet at least three times each year to take jointly 
all decisions necessary with regard to the review of the charity’s activities and achievement of 
objectives. Stephen Hough was appointed Company Secretary on 9 March 2018 and certain day-
to-day administrative decisions are delegated to the Chair. 

Wider Network

The charity is not part of a wider network.
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Public Benefit Statement

The directors consider that the charity’s activities, as set out in its 'Aims and Achievements of 
2017' are for the public benefit. The directors confirm that they have complied with their duty 
under s17(5) of the Charities Act 2011 to have due regard to the guidance published by the 
Charity Commission for England and Wales.

Related parties

The charity works closely with the Applied Music Research Centre at the University of 
Roehampton to fund specific projects. Adam Ockelford, a director of The Amber Trust is Professor 
of Music and Director of the Applied Music Research Centre. Professor Ockelford received no 
personal benefit from the grants. The charity has no subsidiaries but does work closely with the 
RNIB (registered charity no. 226227). 

Risk Management

The directors have a duty to identify and review the risks to which the charity is exposed and to 
ensure appropriate controls are in place to provide reasonable assurance against fraud and error.  
At each directors’ meeting a discussion takes place and the significant risks of the charity are 
discussed. Where appropriate, risks are reported on and discussed in subsequent meetings. The 
directors have reviewed the risks to which the charity is exposed and consider that they have 
established sufficient systems and procedures to mitigate those risks.

Amber’s President

Amber’s President, HRH The Duchess of Cornwall, continues to be a great support to Amber and 
has renewed Her patronage. Her Royal Highness’s  involvement has undoubtedly helped to raise 
the charity’s profile and to attract supporters. 

Directors

The following directors held office during the year: 

Julia Walport (Chair) 
Fiona Costa 
Michael Finniston 
Stephen Hough (appointed 26 September 2017) 
Katie Johnson (retired 26 September 2017) 

The directors who held office at the end of the financial period have no beneficial interest in the 
Company. All new directors are elected on the collective agreement of its present directors. 

Adam Ockelford 
Tracy Tait (appointed 9 May 2016) 
Simon Vincent 
Will Walker-Arnott 



Financial Statements

Independent Examiner

The accountants, Messrs Burgess Hodgson, have indicated their willingness to continue in 
office and a resolution concerning their appointment will be proposed in due course at the 
appropriate juncture. 

The accounts have been prepared in accordance with the special provisions of Part 15 of the 
Companies Act 2006 relating to small entities. 

Statement of Directors’ Responsibilities in Respect of the Accounts

Company law requires the directors to prepare accounts for each financial year which give a true 
and fair view of the state of affairs of the company and of the surplus or deficit of the company 
for that period. In preparing those accounts the directors are required to: 

• select suitable accounting policies and apply them consistently; 
• make judgements and estimates that are reasonable and prudent; 
•  prepare the accounts on a going concern basis unless it is inappropriate to presume that the 

company will continue in business. 

The directors are responsible for keeping proper accounting records, which disclose with 
reasonable accuracy at any time the financial position of the company and to enable them 
to ensure that the accounts comply with the Companies Act 2006. They are also responsible 
for safeguarding the assets of the company and hence for taking reasonable steps for the 
prevention and detection of fraud and other irregularities. 

APPROVED BY THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
AND SIGNED ON BEHALF OF THE BOARD

___________________________     25 September 2018
Lady Julia Walport
Chair
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Independent Examiner's Report
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Independent Examiner's Report to the Trustees of The Amber Trust Charitable Company 

I report on the accounts of the company for the year ended 31 March 2018, which comprise the 
statement of financial activities, statement of financial position and the related notes.

Respective responsibilities of trustees and examiner  
The trustees (who are also the directors of the company for the purposes of company law) are responsible 
for the preparation of the accounts in accordance with the Companies Act 2006 (‘the 2006 Act’).

The charity’s trustees consider that an audit is not required for this year under part 16 of the 2006 Act 
and that an independent examination is needed. The charity’s gross income exceeded £250,000 and I 
am qualified to undertake the examination by being a qualified member of the Association of Chartered 
Certified Accountants.

It is my responsibility to:
• examine the accounts under section 145 of the Charities Act 2011 (‘the 2011 Act’);
•  follow the procedures laid down in the Directions given by the Charity Commission under section 145(5)

(b) of the 2011 Act; and
• state whether particular matters have come to my attention.

Basis of independent examiner's report
My examination was carried out in accordance with the General Directions given by the Charity 
Commission. An examination includes a review of the accounting records kept by the charity and a 
comparison of the accounts presented with those records. It also includes consideration of any unusual 
items or disclosures in the accounts, and the seeking of explanations from you as trustees concerning any 
such matters. The procedures undertaken do not provide all the evidence that would be required in an 
audit and, consequently, no opinion is given as to whether the accounts present a ‘true and fair view’ and 
the report is limited to those matters set out in the statement below.

Independent examiner's statement
In connection with my examination, no matter has come to my attention giving me cause to believe that:

(a) accounting records were not kept in accordance with section 386 of the Companies Act 2006; or
(b) the accounts do not accord with these records; or
(c)  the accounts do not comply with the accounting requirements of section 396 of the 2006 Act other 

than any requirement that the accounts give a ‘true and fair view which is not a matter considered as 
part of an independent examination; or

(d)  the accounts have not been prepared in accordance with the methods and principles of the Statement 
of Recommended Practice for accounting and reporting by charities (FRS102)

I have no concerns and have come across no other matters in connection with the examination to which 
attention should be drawn in this report in order to enable a proper understanding of the accounts to be 
reached.

Mark Laughton FCCA, Burgess Hodgson LLP, Chartered Accountants, 27 New Dover Road, Canterbury, Kent CT1 3DN



The Amber Trust – Statement of financial activities for the year ended 
31 March 2018 including income and expenditure account

Incoming resources:

Donations

Income from fundraising events

Investments

Total incoming resources

Resources expended:

Charitable activities

Raising funds

Governance costs

Total resources expended

Net incoming/(outgoing) 
resources for the year

Other recognised gains/(losses)

Gains/(losses) on investment assets

Net movement in funds

Funds brought forward at 1 April

Funds carried forward at 
31 March

Notes 2018 
£

2017 
£

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total

3

3

4a)

4a)

4b)

6

116.353

26,747

7,215

150,315

133,125

16,775

5,632

155,532

(5,217)

5,515

298

274,406

274,704

154,694

-

-

154,694

53,258

-

-

53,258

101,436

-

101,436

29,921

131,357

271,047

26,747

7,215

305,009

186,383

16,775

5,632

208,790

96,219

5,515

101,734

304,327

406,061

198,658

14,326

3,693

216,677

155,146

17,144

3,234

175,524

41,153

31,118

72,271

232,056

304,327

All of the company’s activities are classed as continuing and there are no other recognised gains 
and losses other than the net movement of funds for the financial periods presented.
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The Amber Trust – Balance sheet as at 31 March 2018

Current assets:

Debtors

Investments

Cash at bank and in hand

Creditors: amounts falling due within one year

Net current assets

The funds of the charity:

Unrestricted - undesignated funds

Unrestricted - designated funds

Restricted funds

Total charity funds

Notes 2018
£

2017
£

7

8

11

11

11

1,217

223,817

317,931

542,965

(136,904)

406,061

261,154

13,550

274,704

131,357

406,061

327

216,435

182,156

398,918

(94,591)

304,327

256,705

17,701

274,406

29,921

304,327
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The trustees are satisfied that the charity is entitled to exemption from the provisions of the 
Companies Act 2006 (the Act) relating to the audit of the financial statements for the year by 
virtue of section 447, and no member or members have requested an audit pursuant to section 
476 of the Act.

The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for:

l.  ensuring that the charity keeps proper accounting records which comply with section 386 of 
the Act; and

ll.  preparing financial statements which give a true and fair view of the state of affairs of the 
charity as at the end of the financial year and its profit or loss for the financial year in 
accordance with the requirements of section 393, and which otherwise comply with the 
requirements of the Act relating to financial statements, so far as applicable to the charity.

The accounts have been prepared in accordance with FRS102 1A for smaller entities.

These accounts were approved by the board of directors on 25 September 2018.

Signed on behalf of the board

___________________________     25 September 2018          
Lady Julia Walport
Chair
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The Amber Trust – Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 
31 March 2018

1.  Basis of preparation 
The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention, in 
accordance with the Statement of Recommended Practice applicable to charities preparing 
accounts in accordance with FRS 102 1A for smaller entities, and in accordance with the 
Companies Act 2006.

2.  Accounting policies
 a)  Income 

Donations are recognised as income when received. If paid under covenant or gift aid, the 
related tax recoverable is recognised when the original donation is received.

      Other income is recognised when received.
 
 b)   Expenditure 

Charitable activities are those activities undertaken to achieve the charity’s objectives.  
Expenditure on charitable activities is recognised when the Charity’s Music Awards 
Committee has agreed a grant to a beneficiary or when payment is due.

        Expenditure on raising funds comprises costs incurred in generating voluntary income, 
including fundraising events.

      Governance costs are incurred on constitutional and statutory requirements.

       Support costs have been allocated to charitable activities and fundraising activities on a 
basis consistent with the use of resources.

 c)    Funds 
The charity’s funds have been classified as unrestricted and restricted. Unrestricted funds 
may be used at the trustees’ discretion in furtherance of the charity’s objectives and aims.  
Where the trustees have set aside a part of the unrestricted fund to be used for specific 
projects, this fund is described as ‘designated’.  Restricted funds may only be used in 
accordance with the donor’s wishes.

 d)     Investment valuation 
Investments are valued at their year end market values.

 e)      Taxation 
No provision has been made for either income tax or corporation tax, the company being 
exempt as a registered charity. The Amber Trust is not registered for Value Added Tax.
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Donations:

From Trusts and Foundations

From individual donors (i)

Gift Aid recovery

Income from fundraising events:

Major fundraising event

Community fundraising

Investments

2018
£

2017
£

Unrestricted Restricted Total Total

105,919

7,338

3,096

116,353

3,980

22,767

26,747

7,215

150,315

154,694

-

-

154,694

-

- 

-

- 

154,694

260,613

7,338

3,096

271,047

3,980

22,767

26,747

7,215

305,009

165,370

27,948

5,340

198,658

4,593

9,733

14,326

3,693

216,677

3. Incoming resources
 b)  Analysis of total support costs
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The Amber Trust – Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 
31 March 2018 continued

(i) In 2017, includes £20,411 received from the BBC Radio 4 Appeal.



4. Resources expended
 a)  Analysis of total resources expended

Charitable activities:

Music grants approved

Research grant

Investment fees

Development of resources

Cost of generating funds:

Fundraising and events

Governance

Total resources expended

2018
£

2017
£

Grant funding
(note 10)

Support 
costs Total Total

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

20,703

-

-

-

20,703

11,393

5,632

37,728

168,293

-

1,946

16,144

186,383

16,775

5,632

208,790

110,193

6,000

1,716

37,237

155,146

17,144

3,234

175,524

Direct activity

147,590

-

1,946

16,144

165,680

5,382

-

171,062

4. b)  Analysis of total support costs

Music awards administration

Office costs

Travel and subsistence

Website costs

Legal fees

Independent examiner fees

2018
£

2017
£

Cost of 
generating 

funds

Governance Total Total

-

6,575

534

4,284

-

-

11,393

-

-

-

-

4,887

745

5,632

20,703

6,575

534

4,284

4,887

745

37,728

7,225

1,617

386

4,279

2,494

740

16,741

Charitable 
activities

20,703

-

-

-

-

-

20,703
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The Amber Trust – Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 
31 March 2018 continued



Profit/(loss) on sale of investments

2018 
£

2017
£

5,365 3,226

5.  Directors’ fees and expenses 
No remuneration was paid to the Directors during the year. 

6.  Realised and unrealised investment gains and losses
 a) Realised gains and losses

 b) Unrealised gains and losses

7.  Debtors
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The Amber Trust – Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 
31 March 2018 continued

Value of investments at beginning of year

Less: value of investments sold

Add: cost of investments purchased

Adjusted value at beginning of year

Market value of investments at end of year

Unrealised gain/(loss)

216,435

(5,926)

13,158

223,667

223,817

150

180,618

(2,015)

9,940

188,543

216,435

27,892

2018 
£

2017
£

Investment income 1,217 327

2018 
£

2017
£



8. Creditors – amounts falling due within one year

Grants approved but unpaid at end of year

Accrued expenses

2018
£

2017
£

136,712

192

136,904

94,578

13

94,591

9.  Capital 
The company is limited by guarantee and has no share capital.  Each member has a liability 
limited to £1 for payment of the company’s debts if the company is wound up or dissolved.

10.  Related party transactions
  Adam Ockelford, a director of The Amber Trust, is Professor of Music and Director of the 

Applied Music Research Centre at the University of Roehampton. The University has 
undertaken research and development projects for The Amber Trust, payments for which 
are negotiated and approved by other Trustees of the Trust. Professor Ockelford receives no 
personal benefit from these payments.  
 

There have been no other related party transactions in the year.

11.  Funds 
An analysis of the company’s assets at 31 March 2018 by fund is provided in the table below:

Current assets

Creditors amounts falling due 
within one year

Net assets

Unrestricted Total

Undesignated Designated

367,356

(106,202)

261,154

13,550

-

13,550

542,965

(136,904)

406,061

162,059

(30,702)

131,357

Restricted

£
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31 March 2018 continued



Movements on restricted and unrestricted designated funds during the year ended  
31 March 2018 are analysed in the table below:

The funds from the MariaMarina Foundation comprise the third instalment of an award of £105,000 to 
be received over three years. The award is used to develop the charity’s fundraising capability; to provide 
40 additional music awards; and to commission the Applied Music Research Centre at the University of 
Roehampton to develop music resources for visually impaired children with additional needs. 

The award from The Harold Hyam Wingate Foundation was used to fund new music awards. 

The award from Lord Leverhulme’s Charitable Trust was used to fund music awards over two years for 
students at St Vincent’s. 

The funds from The Linbury Trust comprise the second instalment of an award of £60,480 to be received 
over three years. The award is used to fund music awards for children with life-limiting diseases. 

The award from the Stichting Polar Lights Foundation will be used for online teaching resources. In June 
2018, the Trust signed an agreement with the University of Roehampton to develop online training 
resources during 2018 to 2020 at a cost of £76,014. 

The award from GC Gibson Charitable Trust will be used to provide musical resources for children with 
Batten Disease and other life-limiting diseases. 

Designated funds were used during the year to fund the Little Amber project, music workshops and 
a concert and film screening. At 31 March 2018 the Trustees had designated certain funds to specific 
projects as follows: £7,550 to the AmberPlus project; £3,000 to website development; £1,500 to a concert; 
and £1,500 to general data protection regulation (GDPR) compliance.

12.   Controlling party 
The directors are the ultimate controlling party.
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The Amber Trust – Notes to the financial statements for the year ended 
31 March 2018 continued

£

Restricted funds Source

MariaMarina Foundation

The Harold Hyam Wingate 
Foundation

Lord Leverhulme's 
Charitable Trust

The Linbury Trust

Stichting Polar Lights 
Foundation

GC Gibson Charitable Trust

Designated funds

Expenditure At 31 March 2018

35,291

48

19

(15)

71,014

25,000

131,357

13,550

IncomeAt 1 April 2017

21,095

3,779

5,047

-

-

-

29,921

17,701

(21,804)

(3,731)

(5,028)

(22,695)

-

-

(53,258)

(17,701)

36,000

-

-

22,680

71,014

25,000

154,694

13,550
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